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Tale of Transvaal Official- 
free. 

**A first-rate work of art, which deserves a permanent 
' place amid the literature of social and political satire." — 
" Spectator." 

** That charming little sketch of Boer manners." — " Daily 
Telegraph." 

"The shady side of Boer life is cleverly satirised." — 
** Manchester Guardian." 

^ The book is so clever that it will, no doubt, be quickly 
. ' imitated." — ** Dundee Advertiser." 

A SOUTH AFRICAN SOUVENIR : English edition. Cloth, 
1,306 illustrations, price 5s. 

** The Souvenir consists of a very tastefully bound volume, 
containing an enormous number of views of South African 
towns and scenery, and portraits of almost every notability in 

the country The work is certainly admirably 

executed."— ** The Cape Times." 

** The elaborateness -and comprehensiveness with which it 
has been compiled will make an interesting and valuable record 
of incidents in the Transvaal associated with the most 
important and unique event of the century." — "Johannesburg 
Times. " 

* * It may at once be stated that a more elaborate volume, 
consisting as it does of over 400 pages, and including over 
1,300 reproductions of photographs, has never been issued 
from a South African printing-house. '' — "Johannesburg Star." 

TRANSVAAL COMMERCIAL GUIDE: Over 300 pages. Price 5s. 
Contains, inter, alia : — 

Administration of Justice, 



Ballot Law. 

Base Minerals Law. 

British Central Africa Customs 

Regulations. 
Chinde Customs Regulations. 
Company Laws. 
Conveyancers' Law. 
Customs Regulations. 
Education Department. 
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Franchise Law. 
Gold Law. 
Government. 

Gun and Ammunition Laws. 
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Imports, Comparative Statement. 
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THE "GRONDWET" 



OF THE 



South African Republic. 



GENERAL PROVISIONS, 

Article i. This State shall be called " THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC." 

2. The form of Government of this State shall be that of a 
Republic. 

3. It desires to be riecognised and respected by the civilised world 
as a free and independent People. 

4. The People seeks no extension of territory, and would have the 
same only in accordance with just principles, if such extension should 
be advisable in the interests of the Republic. 

5. The People wishes to possess and maintain inviolate its territory 
situated in South Africa, with the inclusion of its rights and claims to 
the territory situated to the east and south east of this Republic as far 
as such rights and claims extend ; and likewise to the west and south- 
west. The Government of the South African Republic shall be obliged 
to take in hand as soon as possible the delimitation and proclamation 
of its lines and boundaries. 

6. Its territory shall be open to all strangers who comply with the 
laws of this Republic. All persons who may happen to be in the 
territory of this Republic shall have an equal claim to protection of 
person and property. 

7. All lands or farms situated in this territory which have not as 
yet been allotted are declared the property of the State, but shall be 
obtainable by the public as hitherto. No farm shall be inspected for 
that purpose to a larger extent than 3000 morgen. Nobody shall be 
entitled to apply for and obtain land unless he shall have attained the 
age of sixteen years. 



8. Tbe People demands the highest possible social liberty, and 
expects to derive such from the maintenance of its religious belief, 
from the observance of its engagements, from its submission to law, 
order, and right, and from ihk vindication of the same. The 
People shall permit the promulgation of the Gospel among the 
heathen, subject to definite precautions against defective or erroneous 
teaching. 

9. The People shall not permit any equality of coloured persons 
with white inhabitants, neither in the Church nor in the State. 

10. The People shall not tolerate any slave traffic or slavery in this 
Republic. 

11. The People shall reserve to itself exclusively the protection and 
defence of the independence and inviolability of Church and State 
according to the laws. 

12. The People shall place the Legislative Power in the hands of 
a " Volksraad," the Supreme Authority in the Country, consisting of 
representatives or power-holders of the People, elected by " burgers " 
entitled to vote ; but subject to three months time being allowed the 
People, if it so elect, to deliver to the Volksraad its opinion concerning 
any proposed law, with the exception of such laws as shall not permit 
of any delay. 

13. The People shall entrust the proposition and execution of the 
laws to an Executive Council (" Uitvoerende Raad "), which body shall 
also propose to the Volksraad, for appointment, all State officials. 

14. The People shall entrust the maintenance of order to the Council 
ofWar("Krijgsraad"). 

15. The People shall place the Judicial Power in the hands of 
Magistrates (" Landdrosts") and such persons as are sworn for that 
purpose, and shall leave it to their judgment and conscience to act in 
accordance with the laws of the country. 

16. The People shall receive yearly from the Volksraad duly 
passed estimates of general expenditure for the Church and the State, 
and shall ascertain therefrom the amount of the taxes to be levied on 
each individual. 

• 

17. Potchefstroon, situated on the Mooi River, shall be the 
capital of the Republic, and Pretoria shall be the seat of the Govern- 
ment. 

18. All services demanded in the public interest shall be remunerated 
out of the public chest. 

19. The liberty of the Press shall be permitted, provided that the 
printer and publisher shall be responsible for all libellous, insulting, or 
defamatory articles. 
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Concerning the Protection and Defence of Church 

and State. 

20. The People is desirous of maintaining the doctrine of the 
" Nederduitsch Hervormde" Church, according to its first principles 
as established in the years 16 18 and 16 19 by the Synod of Dordrecht, 
and the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church shall be the State Church. 

21. The People does not choose to allow in its midst either any 
Roman Catholic Churches or any other Protestant Churches than such 
as inculcate the same principles of Christian belief as are laid down in 
the Heidelberg Catechism. 

22. The People shall not appoint any other representatives. in the 
Volksraad than members of Nederduitsch Hervormde congregations. 

23. The People shall not acknowledge any other ecclesiastical 
authority than such as has been approved, accepted, and established 
by the consistories of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church according 
to Article 20. 

24. The People desires the establishment, prosperity, and welfare 
of Church and State, and in respect thereof provision for the needs of 
Nederduitsch Hervormde ministers and school teachers. 

25. Also that precautionary measures shall be adopted in time of 
peace, so as to be able either to wage war or to offer resistance in the 
event of war. 

26. In the event of a hostile invasion everyone, without distinction, 
shall be bound to render assistance upon martial law being proclaimed. 

27. No treaty or alliance may be offered, accepted, or concluded 
with foreign powers or peoples without the Volksraad having been first 
called together by the President and members of the Executive Council 
for the purpose of expressing its opinion thereupon, and such proposed 
treaty or alliance shall be either approved and ratified, or rejected, 
according to the discretion of the Volksraad. 

28. In the event of danger threatening the State, or in time of 
war, a decision as to the expediency or otherwise of entering into any 
such treaty or alliance shall be left to the Commandant-General in 
deliberation with the War Council, if the commandoes (field forces) 
should have already taken the field, and there should be no time to 
consult the Executive Council. 

Concerning the Volksraad, the Supreme Authority, or 

Legislative Power, 

29. The Volksraad shall be the Supreme Authority in the Country, 
and shall be the Legislative Power. 

30. Owing to their being the representatives of the People, the 
members of the Volksraad shall not be State officials. 
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31. The Volksraad shall consist of at least twelve members possess- 
ing the following qualifications, namely : — 

They shall be between 30 and 60 years of age. 

They shall have been enfranchised burgers during three 
years; 

They shall be members of the Nederduitsch Hervormde 
Church ; 

They shall be resident, and shall possess fixed property in the 
Republic. 

Anybody of notoriously bad character, or who has had a degrading 
sentence passed on him, shall not be eligible. Volksraad members 
shall not be related to each other in the degree of father and son, full 
or half brothers, or uncle and nephew by consanguinity. 

Coloured persons and bastards shall not be admitted to the Councils 
of the State. 

Everybody who can supply proof contrary to the above shall be at 
liberty to send the same to the President of the Executive Council 
before any such member shall have taken his seat. In case such 
evidence shall be sufficiently convincing, the President of the Executive 
Council shall hand the same, before the opening of the session, to the 
Chairman of the Volksraad, and shall urge the removal of the member 
in question. 

32. The members of the Volksraad shall be elected by a majority 
of the votes of the People. Every burger who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years or more shall be entitled to vote, provided he be a 
member of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church. The members of 
the Volksraad shall be elected for a term of two years. 

33. The election of Volksraad members shall be absolutely free 
(public), and an equal number of members shall be elected for each 
district. The electors of any one district may also record their votes for 
a person residing in any other district. 

34. Any enfranchised burger who shall deem it his duty to bring 
charges against the President or any member of the Executive Council 
on account of misdemeanours or crimes in connection with their 
respective offices, shall be at liberty to hand in such charges to the 
Chairman of the Volksraad (addressed to " The Honourable the Chair- 
man of the Volksraad"), who shall deal with the same as' the 
circumstances may require. 

35. The election of members for the Volksraad shall take place in 
the month of March. Six members shall be elected in each district by 
a majority of votes to take their seats as representatives of the People. 
The Field-Cornets shall make timely provision for the handing of 
the election lists to the respective Landdrosts, and the latter shall 
see that these lists are immediately sent to the Executive Council. 



At the end of the first year one-half of the members shall retire by 
lot, and the remaining half shall retire at the end of the second year, 
and so forth. New members of the Volksraad shall be elected in 
those districts whose members shall retire as above. The retiring 
members shall be re-eligible. 

36. The Executive Council shall be obliged to provide a competent 
Secretary for the Volksraad during its session. 

37. If persons elected as members of the Volksraad wish to be 
excused after having been elected, they shall send in notice of 
their reasons for wishing to be so excused to the Executive Council 
by the first mail immediately after having been notified of their election. 
Whoever does not comply herewith, or declines his election without 
satisfactory reasons, shall be mulcted in a fine of 25 rixdollars.* If he 
does not give notice as above by the first mail after the result of the 
election has been notified, then he shall be fined 50 rixdollars. Should 
any member of the Volksraad absent himself from any session without 
having resigned, and should he not comply with the notice convoking a 
session, he shall be fined 75 rixdollars. 

38. Reasons for excusing members of the Volksraad from attending 
its sessions are as follows : — 

(a) Indisposition and bodily infirmities, proof whereof must be 
produced by the member elected or summoned to attend 
in the form of a declaration signed by the Landdrost, 
Commandant, or Field-Cornet of his division ; and 

(^) Such unforeseen circumstances as being actually proved 
have made it impossible for the member to attend or 
remain present during the session. 

' 39. All considerations, excuses, and notices referred to in Articles 
37 and 38 shall be sent in to the President of the Executive Council, 
and shall be taken into consideration by the Executive Council. Pro- 
vision shall be made as soon as possible for filling the seats which have 
thus become vacant. 

40. Prior to entering upon their duties, members of the Volksraad 
shall be sworn by those Volksraad members who are present at that 
day's session, and the oath shall be as follows : — 

" As member-elect of the Volksraad of this Republic, I 
solemnly declare, promise, and swear that I have not 
made or promised any gift to anyone in order to attain 
to that office ; that I shall be faithful to the People in 
that position ; that I shall conduct myself in accordance 
with the Constitution (*Grondwet') of this Republic to 
the best of my knowledge and conscience, and that 
my sole aim shall be the promotion of the happiness and 
welfare of the inhabitants in general." 

*A rixdollar is equal to is. 6d. sterling. 
B 
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41. The members of the Volksraad who shall be present shall elect 
a Chairman, after the opening of the session, for the yearly term during 
which they shall sit. 

42. Every matter deliberated Upon shall be decided by three-fourths 
of the number of votes. 

43. The Volksraad shall not disperse before all matters for dis- 
cussion shall have been disposed of, and the session shall have been 
closed by the Chairman. Any Volksraad member may receive liberty 
to leave the session if his case should fall under sub-section (^) of 
Article 38. 

44. As long as members of the Volksraad occupy their position as 
such they shall be exempt from personal service to the country, and 
they shall also be exempt from those costs which the Martial Authority 
(" Krijgsmagt '*) might otherwise exact from them ; and they shall have 
their expenses paid during their attendance while their respective 
businesses shall be at a stand-still. 

45. The meetings shall be held with open doors, unless the Chair- 
man or the President of the Executive Council should deem it 
necessary to have the deliberations concerning any proposition con- 
ducted in secret session. Persons who may be present but are not 
members of the Volksraad shall not be allowed to speak, except in reply 
to questions of the Chairman. 

46. The procedure shall be as follows :; — 

(a) The Chairman shall open the session. 

(^) The Chairman shall notify the President of the Executive 
Council to make report according to Article 74. 

(c) The Volksraad shall nominate a Commission consisting of 

three of its members to render a written report con- 
cerning the Report of the President of the Executive 
Council. 

(d) The President of the Executive Council shall hand the 

draft laws to the Chairman of the Volksraad, and the 
Volksraad shall determine the order in which the same 
shall be considered. 

(e) The Commission mentioned in sub-section (c) shall render 

its report, and the Volksraad shall resolve what reply to 
make to the President of the Executive Council. 

(/) The Volksraad shall reply to the Report of the President 

of the Executive Council. 
(g) The draft laws handed in shall be deliberated upon, as well 

as the period at which any of these laws shall come into 

operation, in accordance with Article 12. 

{/i) The appointment of those officials proposed by the 
President of the Executive Council shall be taken into 
consideration. 
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(/) Any other business shall be dealt with. 

ij) The session shall be closed according to Article 43. 

47. The Chairman shall bring under discussion all proposed laws 
handed in to the Volksraad, whether the same have been made known 
to the public three months before being handed in to the Volksraad, or 
whether they have been handed in during the session. 

48. If the notification of laws and Government notices to the public 
shall not have taken place in time, the President of the Executive 
Council shall investigate who is to blame for the delay. A Landdrost 
found responsible for any such delay shall be mulcted in a fine of 50 
rixdollars, and a Field-Cornet or minor official in a fine of 25 rix- 
dollars. 

49. A copy of evqry law passed by the Volksraad shall be sent in by 
the Chairman to the President of the Executive Council for the 
purpose of being carried out. 

50. Whenever a new President of the Executive Council shall have 
been elected, the Volksraad shall depute four of its members and the 
Secretary to invite him to take the oath of office in the Volksraad. 

51. Upon being appointed, the members of the Executive Council 
and the Commandant-General shall receive written notice from the 
Volksraad to that effect, and they shall at the same time be invited to 
take the oath of office before the Volksraad at an appointed time (see 
Article 91). 

52. The instruments appointing officials of the State who have been 
duly proposed by the President of the Executive Council, in accordance 
with Article 13, shall be signed by the Chairman and the Secretary of 
the Volksraad, and shall be sent in to the Executive Council. 

53. If the High Court, mentioned in Article 143, should declare 
the President, or any member of the Executive Council, or the Com- 
mandant-General, unworthy to occupy his position, then the Chairman 
of the Volksraad shall, upon receipt of the decision of the Court, call 
the members of the Volksraad together, who shall be bound according 
to their duty to attend the session in order to remove the convicted 
party from office, and to provide as soon as possible for filling the 
vacancy thus created. 

54. The members of the Volksraad shalj assemble in the Raad 
Chamber (" Raadszall ") annually on the second Monday of September, 
or at such other time whenever the President shall consider it necessary 
for the Volksraad to meet as may be appointed by the notice conven- 
ing such session ; and the Raad shall sit daily at nine o'clock in the 
morning in order to be engaged not less than four to five hours per 
diem. The Volksraad sitting shall be opened and closed with a 
suitable prayer. 
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55- The Chairman of the Volksraad shall be responsible for the 
holding of the meetings as provided in Article 54, and in case of 
default the Volksraad may fine him from five to fifty rixdollars. 

56. The Chairman shall keep order during the deliberations, and if 
he should have had to call any member to order for a second time, he 
shall fine that member. For every infringement of this r^ulation, or of 
Article 54, by any member a fine of 5 rixdollars shall be imposed. 

57. The maintenance of order among those persons present, and 
indicated in Article 45, shall be entrusted to a Field-Comet authorised 
thereto by the Landdrost of the district where the session is held. 

58. The said Landdrost shall also appoint a messenger to be at the 
service of the Volksraad during its meetings. 

59. The Volksraad shall adjudge all breaches of its regulations 
committed in the Chamber, and shall accordingly punish the offenders 
without further recourse. 

60. Notice of all fines inflicted by the Volksraad shall be given 
by the Secretary to the respective Landdrosts in whose jurisdiction the 
fined members reside, and the Landdrosts shall see to the collection of 
the fines. 

Concerning the President and the Executive Council. 

The Proposers of the Laws. 

61. The President of the Executive Council shall be elected for 
a term of five years by a majority of the votes of those burgers who 
are entitled to vote. He shall have been an enfranchised burger for 
five years, and shall also be a member of a Nederduitsch Hervormde 
congregation ; he shall not have had any degrading sentence passed on 
him, and he shall have attained the age of thirty years. 

62. The President of the Executive Council shall be the first or 
highest official of the State, all other State officials being subordinate to 
him ; those, however, who are entrusted with the carrying out of the 
judicial power shall be entirely free and independent in the exercise of 
that power. 

63. As long as the President holds office as such he shall hold no 
other position, nt)t even in connection with the Church, neither shall he 
conduct any business, nor leave the country without the consent of the 
Volksraad. 

64. In the event of his being removed from his position, or by 
reason of death, dismissal, or incapacity, the discharge of his office shall 
be entrusted to the oldest member of the Executive Council, who shall 
notify the Volksraad as soon as possible to make provision for filling 
the vacancy. 

65. The President shall be dismissed or removed from his position 
by the Volksraad in the event of that body feeling convinced that he 
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has been guilty of misconduct, embezzlement of State property, treason, 
or other serious crimes, and he shall then be further dealt with 
according to law. 

66. The President shall be authorised to propose laws to the 
Volksraad, being either laws proposed by himself or laws submitted to 
him by the people. He shall give the public notice of such proposed 
laws, and also of all other documents which he may deem useful and 
necessary, through the medium of the Government Gazette ("Staats- 
courant ") three months before submitting the same to the Volksraad. 

67. The President and the Executive Council shall decide whether 
or not it shall be necessary to publish any proposed laws handed in to 
the President. 

68. Any proposed measure before the Volksraad shall be supported 
by the President in person or by one of the members of the Executive 
Council thereto delegated by him. 

69. As soon as the President of the Executive Council shall have 
been notified by the Volksraad that any proposed law has been passed, 
he shall publish such law within two months, and shall see to the carrying 
out of the same after the expiry of one month from the date of publication. 

70. Martial Law, as referred to in Article 26, may not be pro- 
claimed by any other authority than the President (with the consent of 
the members of the Executive Council). The proclamation shall, how- 
ever, have to be made only in case of imminent danger, whereupon 
martial law shall be immediately carried into effect. The decision as 
to whether danger threatens or not shall be left to the judgment and 
responsibility of the President and the members of the Executive 
Council. When military matters shall be discussed and decided in 
the Executive Council, the Commandant-General shall attend in his 
official capacity, and shall also have a vote. 

71. The President of the Executive Council shall propose all State 
officials to the Volksraad for appointment in accordance with the laws 
concerning the appointment of officials. 

72. The President shall respond as far as possible to the desire of 
the people expressed in Article 24. 

73. The President shall send in 'annually to the Volksraad, in the 
month of September, the estimates of public revenue and expenditure 
for Church and State, and shall indicate therein how any shortfall should 
be met or any surplus be utilised. 

74. He shall also at such session of the Volksraad give an account 
of his stewardship during the past year, of the position of the Republic, 
and of everything affecting its interests in general. 

75. After having examined the voters' lists for the election of 
members of the Volksraad sent in to the Executive Council, he shall 
call the Raad together yearly by the second Monday of September, and 
whenever necessity shall demand. 
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76. He shall publish in the month of March the names and 
residences of members elected to the Volksraad. 

77. The written convocation summoning members of the Volks- 
raad to attend its session shall be delivered at their respective residences 
three weeks before the opening of the session. 

78. The President shall visit the cities and towns of the Republic 
where there are Government offices at least once every year ; he shall 
inspect such offices, and shall enquire into the conduct of the officials ; 
and whilst on such tour he shall afford the inhabitants wherever he 
makes any stay an opportunity of representing their interests to him. 

79. The President shall have the power, subject to his responsibility 
to the Volksraad, to suspend officials, to make provisional appointments, 
and to fill any vacancies. He shall report what he has done herein at 
the next following session of the Volksraad. 

80. The President shall also sign all appointments of officials, and 
shall cause the latter to read, or shall have read and declared to them 
by competent officials, their instructions ; and he shall cause them to 
take and subscribe the oath of office, and, after they have been duly 
appointed, he shall cause a copy of their instructions to be handed to 
them. 

81. The President shall be commissioned to regulate the public 
service, the postal department, and the public works ; and both he and 
the members of the Executive Council shall also be entrusted with the 
control of the powder magazines and cannons of the State. 

82. Correspondence with foreign powers shall be conducted by the 
President and the Executive Council. All such letters shall be signed 
by him and the Government Secretary.* 

83. The President, in conjunction with the Executive Council, shall 
have the right to reduce or remit any punishment imposed for any mis- 
conduct or crime, upon the recommendation of the Court which has 
passed sentence, or at the request of the convicted party, after the 
advice of the Court shall have been first obtained upon the matter. 

84. Before taking office the President shall make oath before the 
Volksraad as follows : — 

" As President-elect of the Executive Council of this Republic 
I solemnly promise and swear that I shall be faithful to 
the People ; that I shall act in my position in accordance 
with right and law to the best of my knowledge and con- 
science, without respect of persons; that I have not 
shown any favour or made any gift to anyone in order to 
attain to this position ; that I shall not accept any favour 
or gift from anyone if I should have reason to suppose 
that such gift would be made or such favour be bestowed 



* Now called the ** State Secretary. 
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with the object of inducing me to pass a resolution in 
favour of the donor or bestower; that I shall conduct 
myself in accordance with the Grondwet of this Republic, 
and shall have no other aim than the promotion of the 
happiness and welfare of its inhabitants in general." 

85. The President shall be assisted by an Executive Council, con- 
sisting of the Commandant-General, two enfranchised burgers, and a 
Secretary, who shall have an equal vote, and shall be called '* Members 
of the Executive Council." The President and the members of the 
Executive Council shall have a seat, but not a vote, in the Volksraad. 

86. The President shall be Chairman of the Executive Council, 
and, in case of an equality of votes, he shall have a casting vote. For 
confirming the death sentence, or for declaring war, the unanimous vote 
of the Executive Council shall be necessary. 

87. The Executive Council shall meet at the office of the President 
on the first Wednesday of the months of February, April, June, August, 
October, and December, and such other times as the President shall 
consider necessary. 

88. All resolutions of the Executive Council and official letters of the 
President shall be signed both by himself and the Government Secretary, 
whereupon the latter shall be responsible that the contents of any such 
resolution or letter are not in conflict with existing laws. 

89. Both the enfranchised burgers, or members of the Executive 
Council, referred to in Article 85, shall be elected by the Volksraad 
for a term of three years, and the Commandant-General shall be elected 
for an indefinite period. They shall all be members of the Nederduitsch 
Hervormde Church, shall not have had a degrading sentence passed 
on them, and shall have attained the age of thirty years. They shall also 
possess the qualifications laid down in Article 31 for members of the 
Volksraad. 

90. The Secretary of the Executive Council shall also be elected 
by the Volksraad, and shall be appointed for a term of four years. He 
shall be re-eligible upon retiring. He shall be a member of the 
Nederduitsch Hervormde Church, shall not have had any degrading 
sentence passed on him, shall possess fixed property in the Republic, 
and shall have attained the age of thirty years. 

91. Before taking office the members of the Executive Council, 
and the Commandant-General, shall take the oath before the Volksraad, 
and shall subscribe the same. This oath shall be similar to that ot the 
President of the Executive Council, being modified according to the 
title or the position of the taker of the oath ; and the oath to be taken 
by the Commandant-General shall be according to the contents of 

Article 108. 

■» 

92. Before taking up his appointment, the Secretary shall take 
and place in the hands of the Executive Council, and shall sign the 
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following oath,* and the Executive Council shall draw up instructions 
for his guidance. 

93. In case the Volksraad shall be of opinion that effect should 
be given to the charges mentioned in Article 34, it shall place the same 
in the hands of the State Attorney for the purpose of investigation. 
Should it appear from such investigation that the charges are founded, 
then the Volksraad shall send the same to the High Court, and shall 
notify the said State Attorney that such has been done. The said Court 
shall then investigate the matter, and shall pronounce judgment in the 
highest degree. 

94. If the President, or any member of the Executive Council, 
should neglect to comply with Article 87, he, or such member, shall be 
fined to an amount of from 5 to 10 rixdollars, or more, according to the 
nature of the case. 

95. The Government offices shall be open daily from ten o'clock 
in the morning to three o'clock in the afternoon, excepting on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and public holidays. 

Concerning the Military Power and the Council of War 

(Court Martial). 

96. The Military Power shall comprise all the able-bodied men in 
this Republic, and, if necessary, all such natives within the country 
whose chiefs are subordinate to the Republic. 

97. By able-bodied white men shall be understood all males between 
sixteen and sixty years of age, and by able-bodied natives shall be under- 
stood all such natives as are able to be of service in war. 

98. For the purpose of classifying the field forces according to 
locality the territory of this Republic shall be divided into Field- 
Cornetcies and Districts. The boundaries of these Field-Cometcies and 
Districts shall be fixed jointly by the President of the Executive Council, 
the Commandant-General, and the Commandants and Field-Cornets in 
the adjoining divisions ; and every resident shall be obliged to obey 
the authorities in any such Field-Cornetcy or District where he may 
happen to reside. 

99. The men (troops) shall be under the, command of officers, 
ranking upwards as follows : — Assistant Field-Cornets, Field-Cornets, 
Commandants, and a Commandant-General. 

100. The officers shall be elected by a majority of votes, namely : — 
the Assistant Field-Cornets and Field-Cornets by a majority of the ' 
enfranchised burgers in the different wards ; the Commandatits by a 
majority of the enfranchised burgers in the different districts ; and the 
Commandant-General by a majority of the enfranchised burgers of 

•Although the words ** volgenden eed *' (** following oath **) occur in the Dutch, 
the form of the oath is not mentioned. This is obviously a clerical omission. 
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the Republic. The voting tickets for the election of these officers shall 
be handed to the respective Landdrosts, who shall send the same to the 
Executive Council. The Executive Council shall be obliged to notify 
the Commandant-General, upon being elected, of the fact of his election. 

loi. The above-mentioned officers shall be appointed for an indefi- 
nite period, and shall be re-eligible in the event of their retiring. The 
Commandant-General shall be dismissed or removed from his position, 
if he should be convicted of any of the crimes mentioned in Article 65. 

102. Not more than two Commandants shall be elected for any 
one district. 

103. The field forces, with the exception of the coloured mercenaries, 
shall be called out to maintain order ; to go on " commando " * in the 
event of internal risings ; and, without any exception, to defend the 
country and to wage war upon foreign foes. 

104. To* the Field-Cornets and Assistant Field-Cornets shall be en- 
trusted the maintenance of order; to the Commandants the commandoes 
for the suppression of native risings ; to the Commandant-General the 
commandoes for quelling disturbances among the white population, for 
defending the country and for waging war against foreign enemies — in 
which event the Commandant-General shall have the supreme command 
of the whole army. 

105. The following expressions shall signify, viz.: — 

(a) ^^Maintenance of order ^*: The observance of the laws, the 
carrying out of sentences after having received an order 
to that effect, and the execution of measures of general 
and local import; furthermore, the supervision of the 
natives and the prevention of vagrancy in the Field- 
Cometcies ; 

{b) " Commandoes for the suppression of native risings " : The 
chastisement of (rebellious) native chiefs within the borders ; 

{c) " Commandoes for the quelling of disturbances among the white 
population ** : The conducting of a sufficient force to the 
district where the disturbances have broken out ; and 

(d) " Defending the country and waging war " : The carrying 
out of the martial law (see Articles 26 and 27) and taking 
the field at the head of the army. 

106. The subordinate officers shall receive their orders from their 
superior officers and from the officials placed in authority over them. 

107. All officers, with the exception of the Commandant-General, 
shall be sworn by the President of the Executive Council, according to 
Article 80, before taking their respective positions : the Commandant- 
General shall be sworn before the Volksraad in accordance with Articles 
91 and 108. 

*f.^.—" take the field." 
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1 08. They (viz., the officers) shall take the following oath : — 

" I solemnly promise and swear that I shall be faithful to the 
People of this Republic ; that I shall act in my position 
in accordance with the law, right, and justice to the best 
of my knowledge and conscience, without respect of 
persons; that I have not made or promised any gift or 
favour to anyone in order to attain to this position ; that 
I shall not accept from anyone any gift or favour, if I 
should have reason to suppose that such gift or fevour 
is made or bestowed for the purpose of influencing me 
in my position in favour of the donor or bestower ; that 
I shall obey the commands of those placed in authority 
over me according to law; and that my sole aim shall 
be the prosperity, welfare, and independence of the 
Country and People of this Republic." 

109. Those failing to comply when called out (for military service), 
or disobeying the commands of the competent authority, shall be 
punished with the following fines : — 

The men (privates), from 5 to 40 rixdollars, according to 
stress of circumstances, and as shall be decided by the 
Field-Cornets, who shall be responsible herein to their 
Commandants, the latter acting in the matter according 
to Article 123 ; 

The Assistant Field-Comets from 10 to 50 rixdollars ; 

The Field-Cornets from 25 to 75 rixdollars ; 

The Commandants from 25 to 500 rixdollars ; 

And the Commandant-General, for not complying with the 
commands of the President of the Executive Council, 
from 50 to 2000 rixdollars, and further according to the 
nature of the case. 

no. The Field-Cornets shall, unless prevented by lawful reasons, 
report to the Landdrosts every three months concerning what has 
occurred during the past months with regard to those under their 
authority in the different wards ; and as often again as an immediate 
report shall be required. A Fjeld-Cornet shall be bound and obliged 
to give account and to report not only to the Landdrost, but also to the 
Commandant placed over him. In the event of non-compliance or 
negligence, he shall be fined 10 rixdollars. 

III. The Commandants shall send the quarterly reports handed to 
them by the Field-Cornets, together with their report and remarks 
thereon, to the Commandant-General. The latter shall deal in the 
same way with the reports of the Commandants, when sending his 
report to the President of the Executive Council, and these reports 
shall be forwarded to the President without delay. 
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112. In time of war or in the event of a commando being in the 
field, the Council of War shall be summoned by the Commandant- 
General, if he should think it necessary; or in the event of charges 
having been brought against officers or privates on account of breaches 
of the regulations, misconduct, or crimes. The Council of War (or 
Court Martial) shall consist of all the officers and officials who may be 
present with the commandoes. 

113. The Council of War may also be summoned : — 

(a) In connection with commandoes for suppressing native risings; 

(d) In connection with commandoes for quelling disturbances 
among the white population ; and 

(c) In connection with the defence of the country or the 
waging of war. 

The highest officer in rank shall be the Chairman of such 
a Court (or Council), and one of the members, or some 
person appointed thereto by the Commandant-General, 
shall be Secretary. All shall have an equal right of 
voting. A majority of votes shall decide any resolution, 
and in case of an equality of votes, the vote of the 
Chairman shall be final and binding. 

114. The active members of the Volksraad mentioned in Article 
44, the State officials, officers of the Church, duly appointed school 
teachers and dealers shall not be liable to personal military service, 
unless martial law shall have been proclaimed. 

115. The following shall also be exempt from personal military 
service : the only sons of widows ; those afflicted with such bodily 
infirmities as render them incapable of performing military service ; and 
those who can adduce such lawful and well-founded reasons as shall 
excuse them : being all and singular left to the discretion of the Field- 
Cornets, who in their turn shall be responsible to their Commandants. 

116. Persons between sixteen and sixty years of age, exempted 
from personal military service, shall be bound to furnish contributions 
on behalf of the service (military operations) mentioned in sub-sections 
(^), (c\ and (d) of Article 105, the amount of which contributions shall be 
more particularly regulated by ordinance of the Executive Council. 

117. Such contributions (or supplies) shall be requisitioned by the 
Field-Cornet, to whom they shall be delivered within a time to be 
appointed by him. 

118. Anyone failing to comply with Article 117 shall be punished 
with a fine of from 5 to 10 rixdoUars, which shall be imposed 
according to the state of affairs and circumstances. In any case of 
inability to supply the contributions required, the Field-Comet shall 
regulate (reduce) the same with respect to such inability. 

119. The Field-Cornets shall keep a list of those persons in their 
wards who are liable to military service, and the list shall be so 
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arranged that it shall appear therefrom who are to be called upon for 
the maintenance of order as referred to in sub-section {a) of Article 105, 
so that the men's duties may be proportionately divided. 

120. Military officers who resign their command, or decline their 
election, or refuse to take up any appointment conferred on them, with- 
out sufficient reasons, shall have to pay the following fines, namely : — 

A Field-Cornet, 25 rixdollars ; 

A Commandant, 100 rixdollars ; and 

The Commandant-General, 200 rixdollars. 

121. The Commandant-General shall have a seat in the Executive 
Council as a member of the same. 

122. In the field, the Commandant-General shall have the chief 
control of the State's munitions of war (see further. Article 81 hereanent). 

123. The Commandants and Field-Cornets shall comply with the 
orders of the Landdrosts, in so far as they shall come within the scope 
of such orders, according to the provisions of the law concerning the 
judicial administrative power. 

1 24. The officers shall give notice of the contraventions mentioned 
in Articles 109, no, 118, and 120 to the Landdrosts of their respective 
districts, who shall see to the collection of the fines. 

125. All booty taken in war shall be divided equally among the 
burgers who have been on service in tlie field, subject, however, to the 
following deductions, namely : — 

{a) For compensation in proportion to any damage or injury 
done to waggons, horses, and draught cattle in conducting 
a campaign ; 

{b) For defraying the expenses of the war as paid by the 
Government ; 

{c) For assisting and rewarding burgers who have been 
seriously wounded ; 

{d) For a fund for the support of the widows and orphans of 
burgers who have fallen in the war. 

126. The President of the Executive Council shall see to it, within 
one month after a campaign, that the seriously wounded and the 
widows and orphans of those who have perished in fight shall receive, 
through the Landdrosts, that portion of the booty allotted to them 
according to the foregoing article. 

Concerning: the Judicial Power and the Dispensation 

of Justice. 

127. The judicial power shall be carried out by Landdrosts, 
" Heemraden," and persons sworn for the purpose with the assistance 
of Clerks and Messengers, and, if necessary, with the support of the 
Field-Cornets. 
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128. The Landdrosts shall be proposed to the People by the 
Executive Council. Whenever there is any vacancy in the position of 
Landdrost, the Executive Council shall propose one or two persons to 
the People for the position, in order that the latter may hand in to the 
Executive Council their written approval or disapproval of such recom- 
mendation. The Landdrosts shall have been enfranchised burgers for 
two years, shall be members of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church, 
shall not have had any degrading sentence passed on them, shall have 
reached the age of thirty years, and shall possess fixed property within 
the territory of this Republic. 

129. The Heemraden shall be elected by the Court of Landdrost 
and Heemraden, and the Executive Council shall receive notice of 
such election. Whenever a Heemraad shall be elected, the public 
shall receive one month's notice of the fact in order to approve or dis- 
approve of such election. After his election shall have been approved, 
he shall be appointed for the term of two years, and shall be re-eligible 
upon retiring. He shall have been an enfranchised burger for two 
years, shall be a member of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church, 
shall not have had any degrading sentence passed on him, and shall 
have reached the age of thirty years. 

130. Before taking up their position, Landdrosts shall have to 
provide two sureties, to be approved by the President of the Executive 
Council, to an amount of 5333 rixdoUars 2 skellings 4 stivers* (or for 
each surety 2666 rixdollars 5 skellings 2 stivers), as security for the 
financial administration which shall be entrusted to them. Such sureties 
shall possess fixed and unencumbered property in this Republic. 

131. The persons sworn in (for the purpose of dispensing justice) 
shall be enfranchised burgers, shall not have had any degrading sentence 
passed on them, and shall have reached the age of thirty years. 

132. The Landdrosts, together with the Heemraden, shall frame a 
list of residents in their districts who may be called upon to be sworn 
(with a view to administering justice), and the list shall be so arranged 
that the persons sworn shall be called upon equally in turn. 

133. Such persons so sworn shall be summoned in sufficient time to 
allow three free days at their disposal, exclusive of the journey. 

134. The Clerks shall be enfranchised burgers, shall not have had 
any degrading sentence passed on them, and shall have reached the age 
of twenty-one years. Both they and the Messengers of the Court shall 
be appointed by the President of the Executive Council on the recom- 
mendation of the Landdrost. They shall be bound to give three 
months notice before being relieved of their duties. 

135. Persons elected as Landdrosts and Heemraden, who wish to 
consider whether they shall accept the choice which has fallen on them 
or not, shall send in their reasons for wishing to consider the matter 



*A skellings 2jd. ; a stiver, §d. Thus the above sums equal ;^400 and ;^200 
respectively. 
D 
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within thirty days after they have been elected, namely, the person 
elected as Landdrost his reasons to the President, and the person 
elected as Heemraad his reasons to the Court. 

136. Such persons not having sent in any such reasons within the 
specified time shall be considered to have accepted the respective 
positions. 

137. Any Heemraad declining his election as such without satisfac- 
tory reasons shall be fined 25 rixdollars. 

138. Any person sworn (for dispensing justice, see Articles 15 and 
127) who shall fail to comply with the summons mentioned in Article 
132, shall be fined 100 rixdollars, unless he can adduce reasons for 
excusing him, as provided in Article 38. 

139. Before taking up his position, a Landdrost shall take and place 
in the hands of the President and members of the Executive Council the 
following oath, and a Heemraad the same oath in the hands of the 
Court of Landdrost and Heemraden : — 

**I solemnly promise and swear to be faithful to the People 
and the laws of this Republic, and that I shall act in my 
position with justice and equity, without respect of 
persons, in accordance with the laws, and to the best of 
my knowledge and conscience; that I shall not accept 
from anyone any gift or favour, if I should have reason 
to suppose that such is being given or bestowed in order 
to influence me in my judgment or action in favour of 
the donor or bestower; and that, outside my official 
capacity, I shall obey, in accordance with the law, the 
commands of those placed in authority over me; and 
that I shall have no other aim than the vindication of the 
law of order and of justice for the promotion of the 
prosperity, welfare, and independence of Country and 
People." 

140. The persons sworn for the dispensation of justice shall take and 
place in the hands of Landdrost and Heemraden the following oath, 
before taking their seat in the Court of Landdrost and Heemraden : — 

"I solemnly promise and swear in my capacity as sworn 
(dispenser of justice) to act with justice and equity, with- 
out respect of persons, and to the best of my knowledge 
and conscience, and to deliver judgment accordingly in 
the cases and charges submitted to me for trial accord- 
ing to law ; and that I shall not accept from anyone any 
gift or favour, if I should have reason to suppose that 
such is being given or bestowed with the object of influenc- 
ing me in my decision in favour of the donor or bestower, 
and that the vindication of the law of right and order for 
the promotion of the prosperity and welfare of this Republic, 
shall be my sole aim." 
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141. The Clerks shall take and place in the hands of the Landdrost 
the following oath before entering upon their duties : — 

" I solemnly promise and swear to be faithful to the People of 
this Republic ; to act in my position and office honourably, 
justly, and equitably, without respect of persons, in accord- 
ance with the law, and to the best of my knowledge and 
conscience; to write (record) truthfully what I shall be 
required to; to obey according to law those placed in 
authority over me ; and to give proper account of the 
moneys entrusted to my responsible care, wherever and 
whenever such shall be required of me." 

142. Before entering on their duties the Messengers of the different 
Courts shall take and shall place in the hands of the Landdrost the 
following oath : — 

" I solemnly promise and swear to act in my position honour- 
ably and faithfully, without respect of persons, in accord- 
ance with the law, and to the best of my knowledge and 
conscience; to write faithfully and truly what shall be 
demanded of me ; to obey the orders of those in authority 
over me, and to give due account of the moneys entrusted 
to my care, where and whenever such shall be required 
of me." 

143. Every district shall have the following Courts : — 

A Landdrost Court ; 

A Court, consisting of the Landdrost and from foiu: to six 
Heemraden. 

And in addition to the above : — 

A High Court of Justice (in view also of the eventuality 
indicated in Articles 34 and 53), composed of three 
Landdrosts and twelve sworn persons (referred to in 
Articles 15 and 127). 

A decision of the High Court shall be final. 

The Landdrost who has pronounced sentence in the first 
instance shall not have a seat in the High Court, but he 
shall have to be present while the case is being heard. 

A clerk and a messenger shall be in attendance in each of the 
said Courts. 

144. The High Court of Justice mentioned in Article 143 shall 
visit the districts of the Republic where criminal cases are to be heard 
at least twice a year. Those districts shall be excepted where there 
are no criminal cases and less than five civil cases for trial. If there 
should be fewer than five civil cases for hearing in any one district, 
these may be brought on at the nearest place where the said ^igh 
Court shall sit. 
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145* T^^^ Field-Comets shall as far as possible adjust any disputes 
and prevent legal proceedings between the residents of their wards. 
With that object everyone shall be entitled to summon any party with 
whom he may have a dispute before the Field-Comet at a time to be 
appointed by the latter. The parties shall pay according to tariff the 
costs which the Field-Comet shall make. 

146. No claim shall be taken into consideration by any Court, 
unless the plaintiff shall have had a proper summons, issued by the 
Landdrost, served on the defendant by means of the Messenger of 
the Court. 

147. The cost of such summons shall be 324 rixdollars to be paid 
to the credit of the Government chest, of which amount 5 skellings 6 
stivers shall accrue to the Messenger for copy of the summons, &c. 

148. All summonses to appear before the Courts shall be served 
upon the parties cited to appear, in sufficient time to allow eight days 
at the disposal of anyone residing in the town where the session shall 
take place ; fourteen days, exclusive of the joumey, at the disposal of 
anyone residing outside the town, but in the same district, where the 
session is to be held ; and thirty days, exclusive of the joumey, at the 
disposal of anyone who may reside outside the district where the 
session is to be held ; such periods allowed to be calculated from the 
time that the summons shall be served by the Messenger of 
the Court. 

149. All judgments and sentences in civil and criminal cases shall 
be pronounced in public, and shall be carried out in the name of the 
People of the South African RepubHc. The punishments to be 
inflicted on white criminals in this Republic shall be — imprisonment; 
hard labour, in irons or without, according to the nature of the case ; 
and death. White persons shall not be sentenced to corporal punish- 
ment. 

150. In all civil actions for claims not exceeding 500 rixdollars 
judgment shall be pronounced and sentence passed by a Landdrost ; 
in the case, however, of claims arising out of obligations or accept- 
ances, he shall be entitled to pronounce judgment and pass sentence in 
actions for larger amounts, not exceeding, however, 5000 rixdollars. A 
Court of Landdrost and Heemraden shall give judgment if the claim 
exceeds 500 rixdollars, and if the obligations or acceptances exceed 
5000 rixdollars. 

151. There shall be recourse, or appeal, from all sentences passed 
in the first instance, plaintiff and defendant having been present, to 
wit: — 

From sentences passed by a Landdrost Court there shall be 
right of appeal to a Court of Landdrost and Heemraden ; 
from a Court of Landdrost and Heemraden to the High 
Court, referred to in Articles 143 and 144, provided that 
notice of appeal shall have been given to the Landdrost 
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of the Court within eight days after judgment has been 
pronounced, and provided that the payment for that pur- 
pose, hereinafter mentioned in Article 153, shall have been 
made. 

,152. The costs of judgments of the respective Courts shall be: — 
Of a Landdrost Court, 5 rixdollars; of a Court of Landdrost and 
Heemraden, 20 rixdollars; and of the High Court, referred to in 
Articles 143 and 144, 100 rixdollars, irrespective of the costs of the 
Clerk for making copies of documents and of the costs of the Court 
Messenger. 

153. Plaintiffs in appeal shall pay the following costs in the. event of 
the appeal being found groundless, or being set aside, namely : — For 
appeal from a judgment of a Landdrost Court, 5 rixdollars, and from a 
judgment of a Court of Landdrost and Heemraden, 20 rixdollars. 
Should it afterwards appear that the appeal was valid, the costs paid by 
the appellant shall be refunded to him. 

154. Copies of documents required by the parties (litigants) shall be 
made by the Clerks of the Court, and every page shall consist of 
twenty-five lines, and every line shall average twelve syllables. The 
clerks shall charge 2 skellings 4 stivers per page. 

155. The remuneration of the Messenger of the Court shall be 
5 skellings 2 stivers for serving a summons and making a return, and 
1 rixdoUar 2 skellings 4 stivers for each hour's distance* travelled 
by him, and in no case shall the remuneration for such services be less 
than 5 skellings 2 stivers for serving a summons and making a return. 

156. In case anyone should be financially unable to take legal pro- 
ceedings, but should, nevertheless, consider that he has substantial 
reasons for such a course, he shall hand in a written request for that 
purpose to the Landdrost of the Court where his case would have to be 
heard. That Court shall then allow him to take proceedings, and shall 
exempt him from payment of the Court fees, provided : — 

(a) That he shall have produced documentary evidence from his 
Field-Cornet and two of his neighbours of his inability to 
pay. 

(6) That the Court after a preliminary investigation of his claim, 
and, after having heard the opposing party in the matter, 
shall have ascertained that the claim is well founded. 

157. The sittings of the different Courts shall be held as follows : — 

Those of the Landdrost Court every day from ten o'clock in the 
morning to three o'clock in the afternoon; those of the 

*The South African Dutch usually measure distance by time (hours instead of 
miles) — thus, they say the distance from one place to another is so many Aours* ride. 
One hour's distance is equal to six miles by cart or on horseback. 
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Court of Landdrost and Heemraden on the first Wednesday 
of every month, and also at ten o'clock in the morning ; and 
the sittings of the High Court (see Article 143) whenever 
there are cases to come before it. 

158. In the event of the Landdrost being legally prevented from 
attending to his duties, one of the Heemraden shall act in his place, and 
shall also be Chairman in his stead. 

159. Six Heemraden shall be elected for each district, two at least of 
whom shall reside in the town. The Landdrost, together with four 
Heemraden, shall constitute a complete Court. 

160., Should a Landdrost or a Heemraad not be present at the time 
appointed in Article 157, or should a Heemraad not comply with the 
notice to attend of the Chairman of the Court, then he shall be fined 
from I to 50 rixdoUars, according to the nature of the case. The 
reasons mentioned in Article 38 shall be accepted as proper and 
sufficient reasons for excusing him. 

i6i. If the Clerk should leave his place unoccupied without 
satisfactory reasons, the Landdrost and Heemraden, upon receiving 
notice thereof from the President of the Executive Council, may suspend 
him for a certain period, and appoint another in his stead after the latter 
shall have taken the oath mentioned in Article 140. 

162. The Heemraden and sworn persons mentioned in Articles 15 
and 127 shall receive 4 rixdoUars per diem during such time as they 
shall attend the Court sittings. 

163. The Courts mentioned in Article 143 shall also, in the first 
instance, investigate, pronounce judgment, and pass sentence in all 
criminal cases, to wit : — 

The Court of the Landdrost in cases of contraventions of the 
law, disturbances, &c., for which no higher punishment 
shall have been fixed than three months' imprisonment, 
with or without a fine to an amount of 100 rixdoUars; 
the Court of Landdrost and Heemraden in cases of mis- 
demeanour, the punishment for which may not exceed 
three years* imprisonment, with or without hard labour, 
and a maximum fine of 500 rixdoUars; and the High 
Court in cases of crimes and other offences for which 
more severe punishments are to be imposed than those 
mentioned herein. 

164. The Courts shall keep in view, in the determining of punish- 
ments, the fact that, whereas the same punishment may fall more 
lightly or more heavily upon one person than upon another, it is the 
intention of the law to punish all offenders with equal severity for 
similar transgressions, and that therefore punishments should be 
regulated in accordance. 
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165. No civil judgment or criminal sentence shall be carried out 
unless the time for lodging appeal mentioned in Article 151 shall have 
expired; and, moreover, no criminal sentence in respect of a 
misdemeanour or crime shall he executed unless the Court that has 
passed sentence shall have given notice thereof to the President of 
the Executive Council, mentioning at the same time whether there are 
any reasons, and if so what reasons, to be urged in favour of a 
reduction or remission of the punishment. Should there not be any 
such reasons, then the sentence may be carried out immediately upon 
expiry of the time allowed for appealing ; and, in the other event, a 
reply shall be expected from the President of the Executive Council 
during three weeks. 

1 66. A judgment pronounced in the first instance in the absence of 
plaintiff or defendant may not be executable unless it shall have 
been previously notified to the person against whom it has been given 
in his absence, and he shall have been cited to appear in person either 
to hear the judgment confirmed or to submit reasons in defence against 
the claim and for his non-appearance ; and thereafter to be acquainted 
with the decision of the Court. 

167. A Landdrost shall be authorised upon the written request of 
a creditor to grant at the expense, for the account, and upon, the 
responsibility of the applicant, a provisional interdict on the moveable 
and immoveable effects of the debtor in order to prevent the conceal- 
ment or alienation of such effects, provided that the creditor shall be 
able to produce satisfactory proof of his claim and of the probable 
intention of the debtor to conceal or alienate such effects to his 
detriment. The applicant shall then be bound to summons his debtor 
to appear at the next following session of the Court, with due regard 
to Article 148, in order to hear the interdict confirmed and the claim 
allowed. 3 rixdoUars 2 skellings 4 stivers shall be paid to the Land- 
drost to the credit of the State for the above order. 

168. The Courts shall endeavour to expedite the investigation of 
cases as much as possible, and, accordingly, as soon as possible to 
give judgment in the same. 

169. The Clerk or the Landdrost shall keep a register of all cases 
brought before the Court, and shall enter up such register daily. 

170. All judgments, orders, and summonses shall be signed by the 
Landdrost or the Chairman of the Court. At foot of copies of 
documents certified as true and subscribed by the Landdrost, the 
amount of the costs of such copies must be accurately stated. 

Concerning the Administrative Power, or the 

State Officials. 

171. The administrative power, or internal government, shall derive 
its authority from the Executive Council, and shall be subject to the 
commands of the President and members of the Executive Council. 



28 

172. The administrative power shall be in hands of Landdrosts 
and Heemraden, with the addition of Clerks, Market-masters, Pound- 
masters, Valuators or Appraisers, and Inspectors, and shall be assisted 
by Commandants and Field-Comets. 

173. For the purpose of such administration the country shall be 
divided into districts, which shall comprise divisions, and towns and 
villages. 

174. Every district shall be administered by a Landdrost, six 
Heemraden, with one Clerk, as many Market-masters and Pound- 
masters as there are towns or villages in the district, and as many 
Valuators and Inspectors as there are at present or as shall be 
appointed in the future. The Commandants and Field-Comets in the 
different divisions shall be at the service of the aforesaid State officials 
in as far as the administration of those divisions is concemed. 

175. All notices shall be published in the Govemment Gazette 
("Staatscourant*'), and shall be made known by the Field-Cornets of 
the different divisions calling together the inhabitants of those divisions. 

176. All officials shall be obliged to reply as soon as possible to, 
and to comply with, the contents of all official letters received by 
them. 

177. The Field-Cornets shall keep a faithful record of all new-comers 
in their respective divisions ; of all departures or removals elsewhere 
of the inhabitants ; of all deaths which shall take place among them ; 
and of all white persons of the male sex who shall have attained the 
age of sixteen years. 

178. The Market-masters shall take care that the Government dues 
on whatever is sold on the market shall be paid in. The market dues 
or Government commission shall be one per cent. 

179. In case articles or goods brought to market shall not be sold, 
the owner shall pay i rixdollar 5 skellings 2 stivers for putting the 
same up for sale ; whereupon he shall be at liberty to dispose of his 
goods where he may choose. 

180. No one shall have the right after having once brought his 
produce within the townlands to sell the same before having first put 
it on the market Whoever contravenes these market regulations, 
whether seller or purchaser, shall be liable to a fine of from 10 to 500 
rixdollars, according to the nature of the case. 

181. The Market-masters shall deposit the market dues received by 
them with the Landdrost of the district weekly to the credit of the 
State, and shall submit the books in connection with their administration 
weekly for inspection and approval of the Landdrost. 

182. The Landdrosts shall issue in their districts as many licences 
to Auctioneers as shall be applied for, provided that the applicants 
shall give sufficient personal security to their satisfaction in favour of 
the parties concerned, such security to consist of two sureties being 
enfranchised burgers. 
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183. The provision contained in Article 24 of the existing thirty- 
three Articles relating to the opening of letters is hereby declared 
lapsed. Henceforth everyone who shall be guilty of opening 
another's letters shall be severely punished with a fine of 500 rix- 
doUars, and further according to the natiu-e of the case according to 
law. Anyone bringing to the notice of the Landdrost any such contra- 
vention, and proving the same satisfactorily, shall be rewarded with 
half the amount of the fine imposed. 

184. Orphan-masters shall be appointed, subject to their providing 
substantial sureties, to be approved by the competent authority, and an 
Orphan Chamber shall be established, to be situated at the seat of 
Government, for the purpose of making provision in all matters con- 
cerning estates. 

185. Itinerant traders entering the country shall not be allowed to 
trade before being provided with a licence, which shall be obtainable at 
a Landdrost Office, and shall be signed by the Landdrost. 

186. Persons coming into the country shall not be allowed to 
establish themselves in any unoccupied parts of this Republic without 
the knowledge and consent of the Government of this State. 

187. The Landdrosts shall be entrusted with the supervision of 
the towns and villages, and also of all subordinate officials, in order 
that all matters may be properly regulated. 

Concerning the Finances of the State. 

188. The revenue of the State shall consist of: — 

(a) The profits derived from the sale of gunpowder, lead, tin, 
flints, and percussion caps. 

(d) Licences granted to store-keepers, itinerant traders coming 
into the country, auctioneers, and dealers in spirituous 
liquors. 

(c) Costs of transfer, upon transfer of fixed property. 

(d) Transfer dues on the sale of immoveable property. 

(e) The commission, or auction dues, to be paid by auctioneers 

on the sale of moveable property. 

(/) Court fees and costs, moneys paid for appeals and 
summonses, &c. 

(i) Fines. 

(A) Market and pound dues. 

(/) Marriage fees. 

(j) The taxes due by the people. 
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189. The annual licence for keeping a store shall be 13 rixdollars 
2 skellings 4 stivers, and the store-keeper shall pay in addition 10 rix- 
dollars for every waggon-load of goods which he shall receive from 
abroad. Every foreign trader coming into the country shall pay for 
each waggon containing goods 53 rixdollars 2 skellings 4 stivers, in 
order to obtain a trading licence. If such store-keeper or trader should 
carry on business without a licence he shall be fined 400 rixdollars (see 
further, Article 185). 

190. Anybody shall be able to obtain a licence for keeping a 
canteen. The amount payable for such licence shall be regulated by 
the Executive Council according to the status of the town or village 
where the canteen is to be kept. 

191. The costs on the transfer of an erf* shall be 5 rixdollars, and 
the transfer dues 2 rixdbllars per 100 ; but the Government charge 
against the party requesting tranfer (transferee) shall be i rixdoUar 5 
skellings 2 stivers. The transfer costs in the case of farms shall be 
6 rixdollars 5 skellings 2 stivers, and the transfer dues as above ; while 
the Government charge for transfer shall be i rixdollar 5 skellings 
2 stivers, to be paid by the transferee. 

192. Auctioneers shall not be entitled to a higher commission on 
sales in the estates of deceased persons than 5 per cent.; and they 
shall pay on all commissions 20 per cent, to the credit of the Govern- 
ment chest. 

193. No one in town or village, or within the limits of the town 
lands, shall sell spirituous liquors without a licence. Whoever shall 
be guilty of so doing shall pay a fine of 133 rixdollars 2 skellings 
4 stivers for each contravention. Itinerant traders with wares shall in 
no case retail strong drink. 

194. All farms and ground belonging to the inhabitants shall be 
guaranteed by the Government of this Republic as fixed properties, the 
Government reserving the right to point out a public road over such 
farms for the use of residents, if such should be required. An annual 
tax shall be paid by every owner for each farm toward the maintenance 
of the Government and for the protection of properties, being not less 
than 6 rixdollars 5 skellings 2 stivers, and not more than 40 rixdollars. 
The amount of such tax shall be regulated according to valuation by 
persons authorised for that purpose. 

195. Everybody who is entitled to an "owner's farm," according to 
the provision of the year 1857, or later, shall give notice, within a period 
of six months after publication of this law, at the Landdrost's Office of 
the district where he resides, of his right to such a farm, and shall 
indicate which farm, in order to go and prove the same at a convenient 
time. Thereafter no further notice of claims to farms shall be accepted 
at the Landdrost's Office. 

*A plot of ground in city, town, or village ; the equivalent of a stand in a mining town. 
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196. The taxes shall be collected during the course of the month of 
June in each year, and shall be handed over before the end of that 
month. 

197. All persons above twenty-one years of age, and such as are 
married, but do not possess any farms, or only one "owner's farm," 
according to Article 195, shall pay an annual tax of 5 rixdoUars. 

198. Anyone residing outside the Republic, and possessing un- 
occupied grounds or farms within the Republic, shall pay double taxes 
annually for every such farm, as long as the same is unoccupied. 

199. The tax on erven* situated in towns shall be regulated by the 
Executive Council. The public shall not be required to pay any water 
rates. 

200. All market dues received shall accrue to the Government, and 
the Market-master shall be appointed at a yearly salary not exceeding 
200 rixdoUars. 

201. All surveyed or inspected farms shall be transferred (and the 
transfer duty be paid) within six months from date of sale ; in the event 
of non-compliance herewith the transfer dues shall be doubled after this 
law shall have come into force. Lands or grounds shall be transferred 
from the original owner, and so on in due succession. 

202. All strange traders coming into the country with spirituous 
liquors shall not sell, except on the market, by the half-aum. 

203. All persons who wish to sell foreign spirits outside towns shall 
have to take out a licence amounting to 2 rixdoUars for every 
half-aum. 

204. Persons speculating in spirituous liquors may sell wholesale 
(and not in smaller quantities than a half-aum), and shall pay 80 rix- 
doUars for a licence. 

205. The taxes due by the people shaU be paid at the offices of 
the Landdrosts of the respective districts. 

206. The Landdrosts shall deposit the moneys which they shall have 
in hand every three months in the Government chest at the office (see, 
however, 208) of the President of the Executive Council. 

207. The Executive Council shall see that all salaries are paid 
regularly every three months, and that aU expenses incurred on behalf 
of the State are duly satisfied by giving written orders for payment on 
the Government chest. 

208. As long as there is no State Bank in existence in this Republic 
the Government chest shall be kept at the house of the President 
of the Executive Council, under supervision of the members of that 
body, who shall adopt the most suitable measures (precautions) with 
respect to the same. 



* See Article 191. 
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209. No expenditure may be made or incurred for the account of 
the State excepting with the sanction or by authority of the Executive 
Council, unless the expenditure shall have been provided for by law, or 
shall be necessary for carrying out the law. 

210. Two persons shall be appointed in each district for determining 
the taxes on farms according to valuation, and they shall, together with 
the Field-Cornets of the respective wards, value the farms of the 
inhabitants according to Article 194. 

The Valuators shall not have any say with regard to the 
valuation of their own farms, nor the Field-Cornet with 
regard to his farm ; but the valuation shall be left in 
every such case to the other or disinterested members of 
the Commission. 

211. The Valuators shall hand in to the Executive Council a 
written report of their labours, and of the names, &c., of the farms 
valued by them in each ward. 

212. The Executive Council shall frame instructions for the afore- 
said Valuators, setting forth their duties. 

213. Anyone able to furnish proof that the Valuators have not 
truly valued one or other farm may complain to the Landdrost of 
the district. 

214. The Valuators shall not assess farms which have not been 
inspected. 

215. All uninspected farms which are under request shall be 
inspected as soon as possible. 

216. Every owner of properties who chooses to employ a Surveyor, 
in addition to the Inspectors, for the purpose of having his lands 
surveyed and brought into diagram shall be at liberty to do so. 

217. No Surveyor shall be allowed to survey lands or farms unless 
he shall have previously exhibited proper papers (certificates) to the 
President of the Executive Council, who, after having examined and 
found the same in order, shall confirm the appointment. 

218. No official of the State shall have the right to defend any case 
before the Courts, except his own case. 

219. All cases pending, and which are still remaining undecided, 
shall be dealt with in accordance with the old laws of the country, but 
shall be tried and decided by the newly-appointed judges. 

220. All previous laws and resolutions (of the Volksraad), which 
shall be in conflict with these laws, are hereby declared entirely in- 
operative, exclusive of the instances (exceptions) mentioned in 
Article 219. 
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SCHEDULE. 

221. The allowance of a Volksraad member shall be for each day 
that he sits 5 rixdollars. 

222. The President of the Executive Council shall receive a salary 
of 5333 rixdollars 2 skellings 4 stivers, and the amount of this salary 
shall be increased according as the finances of the State improve. 

223. The Commandant-General shall receive an annual salary of 
3000 rixdollars, the amount whereof shall be increased in accordance 
with the improvement of the State finances. 

224. The two members of the Executive Council, and also the 
Commandant-General in his position as member of that Council, shall 
receive each a salary of 1000 rixdollars per annum. 

225. The Government Secretary shall receive a yearly salary of 
2666 rixdollars 5 skellings 2 stivers. 

226. Each Landdrost of a district shall receive a yearly salary of 
2000 rixdollars. 

227. Every minister of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church shall 
receive a yearly salary of 3000 rixdollars, which is guaranteed to him 
by the Government of the Republic. 

228. The Clerk of the Executive Council, who shall also be 
Secretary to the Volksraad, shall receive a yearly salary of 1333 rix- 
dollars 2 skellings 4 stivers. 

229. The Landdrost Clerks shall receive each a yearly salary of 
1000 rixdollars. 

230. Every Commandant shall receive a yearly salary of 266 rix- 
dollars 5 skellings 2 stivers. 

231. Every Field-Cornet shall receive a yearly salary of 200 rixdollars. 

232. The State Attorney shall receive a yearly salary of 2666 rix- 
dollars 5 skellings 2 stivers, with the right to undertake private agencies 
and civil cases. 



The Raad Commission having unanimously approved the New 
Grondwet has resolved to submit the same on Tuesday, the i6th 
February next, to the Volksraad Assembly hither convoked, to adopt 
or reject the same, and thereupon to publish the same, in order to 
afford the public an opportunity, if they should have any lawful objec- 
tion to one or more of the Articles, to duly lodge their objections 
according to law. 

This Law shall, in accordance with Article 10 of the Resolution of 
the combined " Krijgsraad," dated at Rustenburg the 2nd day of 
February, 1858, immediately come into operation and use from date 
hereof as the Law of the State. 
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Thus done by the undersigned members of the Raad Commission, 
here elected by the Public, on the 2nd February, 1858, according to 
Article i of the said Resolution. 

Landdrost Office, Rustenburg, 
The 13th February, 1858. 

M. W. PRETORIUS, President 

ST. SCHOEMAN, Commandant-General. 



W. Robinson, Chairman, 

P. J. S. ROBERTSE. 
C. POTGIETER. 
H. T. BUHRMAN. 

S. J. Kruger. 
J. p. Ma^iee. 



C. W. C. PiSTORIUS. 

C. Moll. 
C. L. Campher. 
J. C. Steijn. 
J. H. L. KocK. 
S. J. P. Kruger. 



The Volksraad having revised and discussed the Grondwet in its 
entirety, unanimously approves of the same, with reservation of the 
provision contained in Article 10 of the Resolution of the Krijgsraad 
of the 2nd February, 1858 (see Article 19 of the Resolutions of the 
Volksraad from i6th to 19th February, 1859). 



J. L. Janse v. Rensburg. 

L. S. Du Plessis. 

R. de Plooij. 

H. S. Stroh. 

P. W. A. Senekal. 

P. Venter. 

G. F. PiSTORIUS. 

Jac. Rademlijer. 
M. J. Redelinghuis. 
P. C. Minnaar. 

G. B. VAN ROOIJEN. 

D. A. Botha. 
J. M. Struben. 



J. S. Potgieter. 

J. C. VAN DER MeRWE. 

J. H. Prinsloo. 
W. p. Grobler. 
J. F. VAN Stade. 
J. H. Robertse. 
C. H. Eloff. 
J. p. Prinsloo. 
H. P. Malan. 
T. J. Kruger. 
C. Grobler. 

J. J. BOOIJSE. 

W. Janse van Rensburg. 
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GRONDWET CONSTITUTION, S.A.R. 



ADDENDA Nos. I. and II., 1859. 

No. L 

WHEREAS it appears that notwithstanding that Article 31 of 
the Thirty-three Articles in the instructions to the Orphan -masters, 
and in several other Laws and Executive Council Resolutions, refer to 
the (Roman) Dutch Law, and yet constant doubt exists as to which 
(Roman) Dutch Laws are intended ; 

And whereas this doubt causes great loss to the Burgers, and 
trouble and uncertainty to Jhe Judges : therefore the Volksraad of the 
South African Republic, on recommendation of the Executive Council, 
has deemed it advisable to lay down the following stipulations, which 
are hereby confirmed, for such a period, until other arrangements are 
made. 

Article i. The Law Book of Van der Linden remains the Law 
Book of the State, except where repugnant to the Constitution and 
other Laws or Resolutions. 

Article 2. When said Law Book is not suflSciently clear about any 
matter, or said matter is not treated at all in said Book, then shall the 
use of the Law Book of Simon van Leeuwen and the Institutes of 
Hugo de Groot (Grotius) be obligatory. 

Article 3. In using these Law Books, due regard must be paid to 
the limitations laid down in Article 31 of the Thirty-three Articles. 

Article 4. This Law will come into force three months after 
publication. 

Confirmed in the Volksraad Session of 19th September, 1859, 
Article 52, held at Pretoria. 



(Signed) D. A. Botha, Chairman, 
(Signed) J. H. M. Struben, Secretary, 
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CONSTITUTION. 



Addendum No. II. 

WHEREAS it appears that constant uncertainty exists which 
cases (lawsuits) the Courts of Law will be competent to deal with and 
pass judgment upon, and Article 143, in connection with Article 219 of 
the Constitution, are not always interpreted in the same manner, in 
consequence of which, to the great detriment of the State, the property 
of several burgers is insecure : therefore the Volksraad of the South 
African Republic, on recommendation of the Executive Council, has 
deemed it advisable to lay down the following stipulations, which are 
herewith confirmed. 

Article i. Pending cases within the meaning of Article 219 of the 
Constitution, are those upon which the Executive have taken no 
Resolution. 

Article 2. Every Court will respect all Executive Council Resolu- 
tions as law, and not remark or comment thereupon ; and whatever 
has been decided upon or confirmed by the Volksraad shall not be 
submitted to the decision of any Court of Law. 

Article 3. Where there are several Volksraad Resolutions on the 
same subject, the last shall by every Court of Law be respected (read) 
as law. 

Article 4. This law comes immediately into force. 

Received and confirmed in the Volksraad Session, Article 53, of 
19th September, 1859, held at Pretoria. 



(Signed) D. A. Botha, Chairman, 
(Signed) J. H. M. Struben, Secretary, 
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THE THIRTY-THREE ARTICLES. 



Being General Stipulations and Laws for 
Law-Court Sessions. 



The Thirty-three Articles drawn up at Potchefstroom, 9th of April, 

1844, and confirmed (ratified) at Derdepoort, 

23rd May, 1849. (Article 4.) 



General Stipulations and Laws for Law Sessions. 

Article i. All Law Sessions shall be held with open doors. 

Artioie 2. The public present at the Law Sessions will uncover their 
heads, and further maintain becoming order and respect. Whatever the 
President orders for the maintenance of good order shall be carried out 
with precision (stiptelijk). 

Article 3. In case that any of the public present during the sitting 
should cause a disturbance and show signs of approval or disapproval, 
whether during the defence of the party, or during the admonition or 
warning of the Chairman, or during passing sentences (judgments), and 
during the issuing of decrees, or cause a disturbance in whatever 
manner, or create any stirs ; and those who shall not immediately, upon 
the warning of the messenger, keep quiet shall then be ordered to leave 
(the Court), and those who resist that order shall immediately be 
placed under civil arrest for a period of twenty-four hours, or longer, 
according to the nature of the case. 

When the President deems it necessary, he shall be assisted by the 
public (toehoorders — audience) in the arrest of such disobedient 
persons. 
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Article 4. If such people should refuse to assist the President, they 
may be prosecuted according to law. 

Article 5. If any judicial person (judiciary) or persons, in the execu- 
tion of their duties, be obstructed by any person or persons, by means 
of insults or threats, such persons (accused) shall, after a proper inves- 
tigation and witnesses being heard, be punished with a fine or imprison- 
ment according to the nature of the case ; but the insulted official 
(regter) may not in such a case sit as judge. 

Article 6. Every member of the Burgersraad (Burger Council) of this 
(Civil) Society (Community) can be challenged (afgekeurd — disapproved 
of) by the accused, the complainant, as well as by the other members 
of the Council. 

(i) If the accused or the complainant is a direct relation, or 
a relation by marriage, to the 3rd degree. 

(2) If he has any personal interest in the matter. 

(3) If he has given any written advice in the matter. 

(4) If he has, during the hearing of the case, received gifts 

from anyone who has an interest in the matter, or that 
gifts have been promised him. 

(5) If the Judge is the guardian, or acting guardian, agent 

(redderaar), or presumed heir, or the beneficiary of any of 
the parties. * 

(6) If enmity to any great extent should take place or exists 

between the Judge and the accused or the complainant. 

(7) If there have been, between the Judge and the accused 

or the complainant, since the commencement of the case, 
or taken place within the period of six months, insults 
and threats. 

Article 7. The challenge must be made verbally or in writing 
immediately the sitting begins ; but in the course of the investigation 
(examination) the party (or parties) will be disqualified from raising 
any objections. 

Article 8. Every Commandant or Assistant Commandant, Field- 
Cornet or Assistant Field-Cornet of the armed force of this community, 
who shall, after the lawful command of the Council, or the Civil Power, 
refuse to bring into action (effect) the force placed under his command, 
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shall be punished with a fine of 50 rixdoUars (;^3 15s.) to 100 rix- 
doUars (jQy los.) or imprisonment, according to the nature of 
the case. 

Article 9. All those who shall have planned or connived with 
Foreign Powers, or their Governors or Officials, with the object to 
persuade them to commit hostilities, or undertake (make) war against 
this Republic, or to supply them with the means thereto, or to 
commit treachery, shall be punished with a fine of 500 rixdollars 
(£37 I OS.) and banished from the Republic, and if (he) they return 
shall be declared outlaws. 

Article 10. And all those who shall (before), previous to this date, 
have been guilty in terms of above Article shall, in case he is an 
official, be dismissed from office; and if he is a private party, never 
get to or fill an office in our Republic (Maatschappy). 

Article 11. All those who are aware of treasonable plots, although 
themselves not guilty thereof (free from treason), and who do not 
within a period of eight days inform the Government (het hoogere 
gezag) thereof, shall be punished with a fine of 25 rixdollars 
(;^i 17s. 6d.) or with civil imprisonihent, according to the nature of 
the case, and with disfranchisement for a period of two years. 

Article 1 2. If one or more burgers, by means of a mob, deeds, or 
threats, are being prevented from exercising their social rights (rechten), 
each of the (accused) convicted shall be punished with a fine of 25 rix- 
dollars {;£j 17s. 6d.), or civil imprisonment, according to the nature of 
the case, and with disfranchisement for a period of two years. 

Article 13. Every official, or one holding a public office, who in 
his official capacity shall have committed fraud, either by altering 
documents, by subscribing false names (persons), or by interpolations 
upon registers of public deeds, after they have been completed and 
closed, shall be punished with a fine of 300 rixdollars (;^2 2 los.) and 
dismissed from office. 

Article 14. Any doctor, physician or surgeon, or official, filling any 
of the above positions, who for the sake of benefiting any one gives 
(signs) false certificates of sickness or infirmities, which will exempt 
the holder from public service, shall be fined 150 rixdollars (^^n 5s.) 
or imprisonment, according to the nature of the case. Every doctor 
will be approved of by the Raad (Council) and granted certificates. 

Article 15. No Raadslid (member of the Raad) shall be allowed 
to plead (to defend) except for himself, and to give (advice) opinion 
except in the pubHc session, and neither to act as umpire. 
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Article i6. Every person will be allowed to plead his own cause ; 
but he has moreover a right to appoint any other person to appear for 
him before the Court of Justice. 

Article 17. All those who are guilty of perjury shall suffer the 
same punishment or fine as the convicted shall suffer, or shall have 
suffered. 

Article 18. All those who shall have pushed or struck any person, 
shall be fined 5 rixdollars (7s. 6d.) to 100 rixdoUars {^7 los.), 
according to the nature of the case, and be adjusted to pay all costs ; 
should the aggrieved party be confined to his bed, also for loss of time, 
pain, and suffering caused ; and in case the convicted person is unable 
to pay, he shall be imprisoned (in arrest, " geplaatst worden "). 

Article 19. Any person found guilty of misdemeanour in con- 
sequence of slander, or defamation of any one's character, by insulting 
private persons in the presence of witnesses, shall be fined 5 rix- 
dollars (7s. 6d.) to 100 rixdollars (^£7 los.), according to the nature 
of the case; such fines imposed are paid to, and for the benefit of, 
the State. 

Article 20. All convicted of murder, patricide, infanticide, and 
poisoning shall be punished with death. 

Article 21. Any one who unlawfully (arglistig) appropriates 
(wegneemt) any property not his own is guilty of theft, and in 
all cases of theft the law of Holland (Hollandsche Wet) shall be 
taken as a basis. 

Article 22. All plots of evil-doers against persons and their property 
is a breach (misdaad — crime) of (against) the public peace ; this crime 
exists if a separation (an agreement?) or plan should have taken 
place among them and their leaders, or if an agreement exists to divide 
(share) the booty to be obtained ; and if this crime be not accompanied 
by any other the authors thereof shall be punished with penal servitude 
(dwang), according to the finding of the Judge and the nature of the 
case. 

Article 23. All who, after lawful command from a superior 
authority, and without just cause, refuse to render military service, 
or to carry into execution anything connected therewith, shall be fined 
for a first offence 20 rixdollars (;Ji los.) ; for a second, 30 rixdollars 
(jC^ 5s.) ; all fines for the benefit of the State. 
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Article 24. Anyone inlringino; the law by opening letters shall 
be fined 50 rixdollars {£S 15s.) ; but in case treason is suspected, 
all such letters shall be sent to the nearest (eersten) Commandant, 
Assistant-Commandant, or Field-Cornet, who \yill be justified to 
open the same. In such cases, but (when) finding therein nothing 
to endanger the State, shall despatch the same with the greatest 
possible speed to its destination. 

Article 25. Every Burgher in this Republic when he (moves) 
changes his residence from one ward to another will be obliged to 
notify the Field- Cornet thereof, and within fourteen days after having 
taken up his abode in the other ward register himself in that ward ; 
and in case he neglects to. do so shall be fined 5 rixdollars (7s. 6d.) ; 
such fine for the benefit of the State. 

Article 26. Any Burgher who, after having been warned, builds 
too near another's property, or erects any structure, and who acts 
thus contrary to his better judgment (weten) will not be entitled to 
compensation for his labour ; the dispute can be settled by two 
arbitrators (the Commandant and Field-Cornet). But if the dispute 
is not settled it shall be brought before the Landdrost and Com- 
missioner of Lands, who will decide thereupon. 

Article 27. All who shall be guilty of publicly slandering the 
chastity of, or of insulting or libelling, any female person, in conse- 
quence of which such person shall have suffered in her fair fame 
(good character), shall be fined 50 rixdollars (£3 15s.) to 100 
rixdollars (£7 10s.), according to the nature of the case. 

Article 28. No person or persons shall be allowed to go near 
the abode of the natives for the purpose of illegally seizing children 
(native) ; and such offences shall be punished with a fine of 500 
rixdollars (£37 10s.) or imprisonment for six months, and the 
children thus seized shall be restored to their parents. 

Article 29. No natives will be allowed to settle near village 
grounds to the detriment of the inhabitants except with the consent 
of the full Raad. 

Article 30. Annual elections for Volksraad members will take 
place, and all election lists will be sealed and transmitted. 

Article 31. For all cases not falling under these laws the 
(Hollandsche Wet) Law of Holland will be taken as basis, yet (only) 



4^ 

in a moderate way and with due regard to the customs of South 
Africa, and for the prosperity (hut) and welfare of the Republic. 

Article 32. Every Field-Cornet will be obliged to bring all 
obstreperous persons (onwilligers) to the office of the Landdrost. 

Article 33. In case of master and servants, every master shall 
have the right to maintain good order among his servants. But in 
case of cruelty to a servant he (the servant) shall have a right to 
lodge a complaint, and the master if convicted shall be punished 
according to the nature of the case. 

fey Order of the whole Raad. 

(Signed) J. D. Van Coller, 

as Chairman, 



POTCHEFSTROOM, 

9th April, 1844. 



Member and Secretary, 

(Signed) Pieter Dietricksen. 
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Convention for the Settlement of the Transvaal Territory. 

August, 1 88 1. 



Preamble. Her Majesty's Commissioners for the Settlement 
of the Transvaal territory, duly appointed as such by a Commission 
passed under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet, bearing date the 
5th of April, 1881, do hereby undertake and guarantee on behalf of 
Her Majesty that, from and after the bth day of August, 1881, 
complete self-government, subject to the suzerainty of Her Majesty, 
her heirs and successors, will be accorded to the inhabitants of the 
Transvaal territory, upon the following terms and conditions, and 
subject to the following reservations and limitations :— 

Article 1. The said territory, to be hereinafter called the 
Tremsvaal State, will embrace the land lying between the following 
boundaries, to wit : [Here follow three pages in print defining 
boundaries.] 

Article 2. Her Majesty reserves to herself, her heirs and 
successors (a) the right from time to time to appoint a British 
Resident in and for the said State, with such duties and functions as 
are hereinafter defined ; (6) the right to move troops through the 
said State in time of war, or in case of the apprehension of imme- 
dicite war between the Suzerain Power cmd any Foreign State or 
Native Tribe in South Africa ; and (c) the control of the external 
relations of the said State, including the conclusion of treaties and 
the conduct oi diplomatic intercourse with Foreign Powers, such 
intercourse to be carried on through Her Majesty's diplomatic and 
consular officers abroad. 

Article 3, Until altered by the Volksraad, or other competent 
authority, all laws, whether passed before or after the annexation 
of the Transvaal territory to Her Majesty's dominions, shall, except 
in so far as they ar^ inconsistent with, or repugnant to, the pro- 
visions of this Convention, be and remain in force in the said State 
in so far as they shall be applicable thereto, provided that no future 
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enactment especially affecting the interests of natives shall have any 
force or effect in the said State, without the consent of Her Majesty, 
her heirs and successors, first had and obtained and signified to the 
Government of the said State through the British Resident ; pro- 
vided further that in no case will the repeal or amendment of any 
laws enacted since the annexation have a retrospective effect, so as 
to invalidate any acts done or liabilities incurred by virtue of such 
laws. 

Article 4. On the 8th day of August, 1881, the Government of 
the said State, together with all rights and obligations thereto 
appertaining, and all State property taken over at the time of 
annexation, save and except munitions of war, will be handed over 
to Messrs. Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, Martinus Wessel 
Pretorius, and Petrus Jacobus Joubert, or the survivor or survivors 
of them, who will forthwith cause a Volksraad to be elected and 
convened, and the Volksraad, thus elected and convened, will 
•decide as to the further administration of the Government of the 
said State. 

Article 5. All sentences passed upon persons who may be con- 
victed of offences contrary to the rules of civilized warfare com- 
mitted during the recent hostilities will be duly carried out, and no 
alteration or mitigation of such sentences will be made or allowed 
by the Government of the Transvaal State without Her Majesty's 
•consent conveyed through the British Resident. In case there shall 
be any prisoners in any of the gaols of the Transvaal State whose 
respective sentences of imprisonment have been remitted in part by 
Her Majesty's Administrator or other officer administering the 
Government, such remission will be recognized and acted upon by 
the future Government of the said State. 

Article 6. Her Majesty's Government will make due compensa- 
tion for all losses or damage sustained by reason of such acts as 
are in the Eighth Article hereinafter specified, which may have been 
•committed by Her Majesty's forces during the iwent hostilities, 
•except for such losses or damage as may already have b^n com- 
pensated for, and the Government of the Transvaal State will make 
due compensation for all losses or damage sustained by reason of 
such acts as are in the Eighth Article hereinafter specified which may 
liave been committed by the people who were in arms against Her 
Majesty during the recent hostilities, except for such losses or 
damages as may already have b^en compensated for. 

Article 7. The decision of all claims for compensation, as in 
the last preceding Article mentioned, will be referred to a Sub- 
Commission, consisting of the Honourable George Hudson, the 
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Honourable Jacobus Petrus de Wet, and the Honourable John 
Gilbert Kotze. In case one or more of such Sub-Commissioners 
shall be unable or unwilling to act, the remaining Sub-Com- 
missioner or Sub-Commissioners, will, after consultation with 
the Government of the Transvaal State, submit for the 
approval of Her Majesty's High Commissioner the names 
of one or more persons to be appointed by him to fill the 
place or places thus vacated. The decision of the said Sub- 
Commissioners, or of a majority of them, will be final. The said Sub- 
Commissioners will enter upon and perform their duties with all 
convenient speed. They will, before taking evidence or ordering 
evidence to be taken in respect of any claim, decide whether such 
claim can be entertained at all under the rules laid down in the next 
succeeding Article. In regard to claims which can be so enter- 
tained, the Sub-Commissioners will, in the first instance, afford 
every facility for an amicable arrangement as to the amount payable 
in respect of any claim, and only in cases in which there is no 
reasonable ground for believing that an immediate amicable 
arrangement can be arrived at will they take evidence, or order 
evidence to be taken. For the purpose of taking evidence and 
reporting thereon, the Sub-Commissioners may appoint Deputies, 
who mil, without delay, submit records of the evidence and their 
reports to the Sub-Commissioners. The Sub-Commissioners will 
arrange their sittings, and the sittings of their Deputies, in such a 
manner ais to afford the earliest convenience to the parties concerned 
and their witnesses. In no case will costs be allowed to either side, 
other than the actual and reasonable expenses of witnesses whose 
evidence is certified by the Sub-Commissioners to have been neces- 
Sciry. Interest will not run on the amount of any claim, except as 
is hereinafter provided for. The said Sub-Commissioners will 
forthwith, after deciding upon any claim, announce their decision to 
the Government against which the award is made and to the 
claimant The amount of remuneration payable to the Sub- 
Commissioners and their Deputies will be determined by the High 
Commissioner. After all the claims have been decided upon, the 
British Government and the Government of the Transvaal State will 
pay proportionate shares of the said remuneration and of the 
expenses of the Sub-Commissioners and their Deputies, according 
to the amount awarded agciinst them respectively. 

Article 8. For the purpose of distinguishing claims to be 
accepted from those to be rejected, the Sub-Commissioners will be 
guided by the following rules, viz. :— Compensation will be allowed 
for losses or damage sustained by reason of the following acts 
committed during the recent hostilities, viz. (a) commandeering, 
seizure, confiscation, or destruction of property, or damage done to 
property; (6) violence done or threats us^dby p^rsonsjn.arms. 
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In reg-ard to acts under (a), compensation m\\ be allowed for direct 
losses only. In regard to acts falling under (6), compensation will 
be allowed for actual losses of property, or actual injury to the same 
proved to have been caused by its enforced abandonment. No 
claims for indirect losses, except such as are in this Article specially- 
provided for, will be entertained. No claims which have been 
handed in to the Secretary of the Royal Commission after the 1st 
day of July, 1881, will be entertained, unless the Sub-Commissioners 
shall be satisfied that the delay was reasonable. When claims for 
loss of property are considered, the Sub-Commissioners will 
require distinct proof of the existence of the property, and that it 
neither has reverted nor will revert to the claimant. 

Articled. The Government of the Trsinsvaal State will pay and 
satisfy the amount of every claim awarded against it widiin one 
month after the Sub-Commissioners shall have notified their 
decision to the said Government, and in default of such payment the 
said Government wall pay interest at the rate of six per cent, per 
annum from the date of such default ; but Her Majesty's Government 
may at any time before such payment pay the amount, with interest, 
if any, to the claimant in satisfaction of his claim, and may add the 
sum thus paid to any debt which may be due by the Transvaal 
State to Her Majesty's Government, as hereinafter provided for. 

Article 10. The Transvaal State will be liable for the balance 
of the debts for which the South African Republic was liable 
at the date of annexation, to wit, the sum of £48,000 in respect 
of the Cape Commercial Bank Loan, and £85,667 in respect to the 
Rciilway Loan, together with the amount due on 8th August, 1881, 
on account of the Orphan Chamber Debt, which now stands at 
£22,200, which debts will be a first charge upon the revenues of the 
State. The Transvaal State will, moreover, be liable for the lawful 
expenditure lawfully incurred for the necessary expenses of the 
Province since the annexation, to wit, the sum of £265,000, which 
debt, together with such debts as may be incurred by virtue of the 
Ninth Article, will be second charge upon the revenues of the State. 

Article 11. The debts due as aforesaid by the Transvaal State 
to Her Majesty's Government will bear interest at the rate of three 
and a half per cent., and any portion of such debt as may remain 
unpaid at the expiration of twelve months from the 8th August, 1881, 
shall be repayable by a payment for interest and sinking fund of 
six pounds and ninepence per cent, per annum, which will 
extinguish the debt in twenty-five years. The said payment of six 
pounds and ninepence per £100 shall be payable half yearly in 
British currency on the 8th February and 8th August in each year. 
Provided always, that the Transvaal State shall pay in reduction 
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of the said debt the sum of £100,000 within twelve months of the 
8th August, 1881, and shall be at liberty at the close of 
any half year to pay off the whole or any portion of the out- 
standing debt. 

Article 12. All persons holding property in the said State on 
the 8th day of August, 1881, will continue after the said date to enjoy 
the rights of property which they have enjoyed since the annexation. 
No person who hsis remained loyal to Her Majesty during the 
recent hostilities shall suffer any molestation by reason of his 
loyalty, or be liable to any criminal prosecution or civil action for 
any part taken in connection with such hostilities, and all such 
persons will have full liberty to reside in the country, with enjoy- 
ment of all civil rights, and protection for their persons and 
property. 

Article 13. Natives will be allowed to acquire land, but the 
grant or transfer of such land will, in every case, be made to and 
registered in the name of the Native Location Commission, herein- 
after mentioned, in trust for such natives. 

Article 14. Natives will be allowed to move as freely within 
the country as may be consistent with the requirements ot public 
order, and to leave it for the purpose of seeking employment 
elsewhere or for other lawful purposes, subject always to the pass 
laws of the said State, as amended by the Legislature of the 
Province, or as may hereafter be enacted under the provisions of 
the Third Article of this Convention. 

Article 15. There will continue to be complete freedom of 
religion and protection from molestation for all denominations, 
provided the same be not inconsistent with morality and good order, 
and no disability shall attach to any person in regard to rights of 
property by reason of the religious opinions which he holds. 

Article 16. The provisions of the Fourth Article ot the Sand 
River Convention are hereby re-affirmed, and no slavery or 
apprenticeship partaking of slavery will be tolerated by the 
Government of the said State. 

Article 17. The British Resident will receive from the 
Government of the Transvaal State such assistance and support as 
can by law be given to him for the due discharge ot his functions ; 
he will also receive every assistance for the proper care and pre- 
servation of the graves of such of Her Majesty's forces as have died 
in the Tremsvaal, and if need be for the expropriation of land tor the 
purpose. 
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Article 18. The following" will be the duties and functions of the 
British Resident: — Sub-section 1. He will perform duties and 
functions analogous to those dischargfed by a Charge d' Affaires and 
Consul-General. 

Sub-section 2. In regard to natives within the Transvaal State 
he will (a) report to the Hig-h Commissioner, as representative of 
the Suzerain, as to the working" and observance of the provisions of 
this Convention ; (b) report to the Transvaal authorities any cases 
of ill-treatment of natives or attempts to incite natives to rebellion 
that may come to his knowledge; {c) use his influence with 
the natives in favour of law and order; and (d) generally perform 
such other duties as are by this Convention entrusted to him, and 
take such steps for the protection of the person and property of 
natives as are consistent with the laws of the land. 

Sub-section 3. In reg'ard to natives not residing" in the Trans- 
vaal (a) he will report to the High Commissioner and the 
Transvaal Government any encroachments reported to him as 
having been made by Transvaal residents upon the land of such 
natives, and in case of disagreement between the Transvaal Govern- 
ment and the British Resident as to whether an encroachment has 
been made, the decision of the Suzerain will be final ; (6) the 
British Resident will be the medium of communication with native 
chiefs outside the Transvaal, and, subject to the approval of the 
High Commissioner, as representing" the Suzerain, he will control 
the conclusion of treaties with them ; and (c) he will arbitrate upon 
every dispute between Transvaal residents and natives outside 
the Trcuisvaal (as to acts committed beyond the boundaries 
of the Transvaal) which may be referred to him by the parties 
interested. 

Sub-section 4. In regard to communications with Foreigti 
Powers, the Transvaal Government will correspond with Her 
Majesty's Government through the British Resident and the High 
Commissioner. 

Article 19. The Government of the Transvaal State will 
strictly adhere to the boundaries defined in the First Article of this 
Convention, and will do its utmost to prevent any of its inhabitants 
from making any encroachment upon lands beyond the smd State. 
The Royal Commission will forthwith appoint a person who will 
beacon off the boundaiy line between Ramatlabama and the point 
where such line first touches Griqualand West boundary, midway 
between the Vaal and Hart rivers ; the person so appointed will be 
instructed to make an arrangement between the owners of ihe farms 
Grootfontein and Valleifontein on the one hand, and the Barolong 
authorities on the other, by which a fair share of the water supply of 
the said farms shall be allowed to flow undisturbed to the said 
Barolongs. 
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Article 20. All grants or titles issued at any time by the 
Transvaal Government in respect of land outside the boundary of 
Transvaal State, as defined, Article 1 shall be considered invalid 
and of no effect, except in so far as any such grant or title relates 
to land that falls witlun the boundary of the Transvaal State, and all 
persons holding* any such g^rant so considered invalid and of no 
effect will receive from the Government of the Transvaal State such 
compensation either in land or in money as the Volksraad shall 
determine. In all cases in which any native chiefs or other 
authorities outside the said boundaries have received any adequate 
consideration from the Government of the former South African 
Republic for land excluded from the Transvaal by the First Article of 
this Convention, or where permanent improvements have been made 
on the land, the British Resident will, subject to the approval of the 
High Commissicner, use his influence to recover from the native 
authorities fair compensation for the loss of the land thus excluded 
and of the permanent improvement thereon. 

Article 21. Forthwith, after the taking effect of this Convention 
a Native Location Commission will be constituted, consisting of the 
President, or in his absence the Vice-President, of the State, or some 
one deputed by him. the Resident, or some one deputed by him 
and a third person to be agreed upon by the President or the Vice- 
President, as the case may be, and the Resident, and such Com- 
mission will be a standing body for the performance of the duties 
hereinafter mentioned. 

Article 22. The Native Location Commission will reserve to the 
native tribes of the State such locations as they may be fairly and 
equitably endtled to, due regard being had to the actual occupation 
of such tribes. The Native Location Commission will clearly define 
the boundaries of such locations, and for that purpose will, in every 
instance, first of all ascertain the wishes of the parties interested in 
such land. In case land already granted in individual titles shall be 
required for the purpose of any location, the owners will receive such 
compensation either in other land or in money as the Volksraad 
shall determine. After the boundaries of any location have been 
fixed, no fresh grant of land witfiin such location will be made, nor 
will the boundaries be ahered without the consent of the Location 
Commission. No fresh grants of land will be made in the districts of 
Waterberg, Zoutpansberg, and Lydenburg until the locations in the 
said districts respectively shall have been defined by the said 
Commission. 

Article 23. If not released before the taking effect of this Con- 
vention, Sikukuni, and those of his followers who have been 
imprisoned with him, will be forthwith released, and the boundaries 



50 

of his location will be defined by the Native Location Commission in 
the manner indicated in the last preceding Article. 

Article 24. The independence of the Swazies within the boundary 
line of Swaziland, as indicated in the First Article of this Con- 
vention, will be fully recognised. 

Article 25. No other or higher duties will be imposed on the 
importation into the Transvaal State of any article the produce or 
manufacture of the dominions and possessions of Her Majesty, fi-om 
whatever place arriving, than are or may be payable on the like 
article the produce or manufacture of any other country, nor will any 
prohibition be maintained or imposed on the importation of any 
article the produce or manufacture of the dominions and possessions 
of Her Majesty, which shall not equally extend to the importation 
of the like cuticles being the produce or manufacture of any other 
country. 

Article 26. All persons other than natives conforming them- 
selves to the laws of the Transvaal State (a) will have full liberty 
with their families to enter, travel, or reside in any part of the 
Transvaal State; (b) they will be entitled to hire or possess houses, 
manufactures, warehouses, shops, and premises; (c) they may 
carry on their commerce either in person or by any agents whom 
they may think to employ ; (d) they will not be subject in respect 
of their persons or property, or in respect of their commerce or 
industry, to any taxes, whether general or local, other than those 
which are or may be imposed upon Transvaal citizens. 

Article 27. All inhabitants of the Transvaal shall have free 
access to the Courts of Justice for the protection and defence of their 
rights. 

Article 28. All persons other than natives who established their 
domicile in the Transvaal between the 12th day of April, 1877, and 
the date when this Convention comes into effect, and who shall 
within twelve months after such last-mentioned date have their 
names registered by the British Resident, shall be exempt from all 
compulsory military service whatever. The Resident shall notify 
such registration to the Government of the Transvaal State. 

Article 29. Provision shall hereafter be made by a separate 
instrument for the mutual extradition of criminals, and also for the 
surrender of deserters from Her Majesty's Forces. 

Article 30. All debts contracted since the annexation will be 
payable in the same currency in which they may have been 
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contracted; all uncancelled postage and other revenue stamps issued 
by the Government since the annexation will remain valid, and will 
be accepted at their present value by the future Government of the 
State ; all licences duly issued since the annexation will remain in 
force during the period for which they may have been issued. 

Article 31. No grants of land which may have been made, and 
no transfer of mortgage which may have been psissed since the 
annexation, will be invalidated by reason merely of their having 
been made or passed since that date. All transfers to the British 
Secretary for Native Affairs in trust for natives will remain in force 
the Native Location Commission taking the place of such Secretary 
for Native Affairs. 

Article 32. This Convention will be ratified by a newly-elected 
Volksraad within the period of three months after its execution, and 
in default of such ratification this Convention shall be null and void. 

Article 33. Forthwith, after the ratification of this Convention 
as in the last preceding Article mentioned, all British troops in 
Transvaal territory will leave the same, and the mutual delivery of 
munitions of war will be carried out. [Articles end. Here will 
follow signatures of Royal Commissioners, then the following to 
precede signatures of Triumvirate.] 

We, the undersigned, Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, 
Martinus Wessel Pretorious, and Petrus Jacobus Joubert, as 
representatives of the Transvaal Burghers, do hereby agree to all 
the above conditions, reservations, and limitations under which self- 
government has been restored to the inhabitants of the Transvaal 
territory, subject to the suzerainty of Her Majesty, her heirs, and 
successors, and we agree to accept the Government of the said 
territory, with all rights and obligations thereto appertaining, on the 
8th day of August ; and we promise and undertake that this Conven- 
shall be ratified by a newly-elected Volksraad of the Transvaal State 
within three months from this date. 




A Convention between Her Majesty the Queen 6i the 
United Kin^rdom of Qreat Britain and Irdand and the 
South African Republic. 

February, 1884. 



Whereas the Government of the Transvaal State, through its 
Delegates, consisting of Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, 
President of the said State, Stephanus Jacobus Du Toit, Super-^ 
intendent ot Education, and Nicholas Jacobus Smit, a member of the 
Volksraad, have represented that the Convention signed at Pretoria. 
on the 3rd day of August, 1881, and ratified by the Volksraad of the 
said State on the 25th October, 1881, contains certain provisions 
which are inconvenient, and iniposes burdens and obligations from 
which the said State is desirous to be relieved, and that the south- 
western boundaries fixed by the said Convention should be amended, 
with a view to promote the peace and good order of the said State, 
and of the countries adjacent thereto ; and whereas Her Majesty the 
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland has 
been pleased to take the said representations into consideration : 
Now, therefore, Her Majesty has been pleas;ed to direct, and it is 
hereby declared, that the following Articles of a new 
Convention, signed, on behalf of Her Majesty, by Her 
Majesty's High Commissioner in South Africa, the Right 
Honourable Sir Hercules George Robert Robinson, Knight 
Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Sciint 
Michael and Saint George, Governor of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and on behalf of the Transvaal State (which shall herein- 
after be called the South African Republic) by the above-named 
Delegates, Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, Stephanus Jacobus 
Du Toit, and Nicholas Jacobus Smit, shall, when ratified by the 
Volksraad of the South African Republic, be substituted for the 
Articles embodied in the Convention of 3rd August, 1881 ; which 
latter, pending such ratification, shall continue in full force and 
effect. 
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Article 1. The territory of the South African Republic will 
embrace the land lying* between the following" boundaries, to wit : 
[The boundaries are here defined.] 

Article 2. The Government ot the South African Republic will 
strictly adhere to the boundaries defined in the First Article ot 
this Convention, and will do its utmost to prevent any of its 
inhabitants from making any encroachments upon lands beyond 
the said boundaries. The Government of the South African 
Republic will appoint Commissioners upon the eastern and 
western borders whose duty it will be strictly to guard against 
irregularities and all trespassing over the boundaries. Her 
Majesty's Government will, if necessary, appoint Commissioners 
in the native territories outside the eastern and western borders of 
the South African Republic to maintain order and prevent 
encroachments. Her Majesty's Government and the Government 
of the South African Republic will each appoint a person to 
proceed together to beacon off the amended south-west boundary 
a^ described in Article 1 of this Convention ; and the President of 
the Orange Free State shall be requested to appoint a referee to 
whom the said persons shall refer any questions on which they may 
disagree Respecting the interpretation of the said Article, and the 
decision of such referee thereon shall be final. The arrangement 
already made, under the terms of Article 19 of the Convention 
of Pretoria of the 3rd August, 1881, between the owners of the 
farms Grootfontein and Valleifontein on the one hand, and the 
Barolong authorities on the other, by which a fair share of the 
water supply of the said farms shall be allowed to flow undisturbed 
to the said Barolongs, shall continue in force. 
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Article 3. If a British Officer is appointed to reside at Pretoria 
or elsewhere within the South African Republic to discharge 
functions analogous to those of a Consular Officer he will receive 
the protection and assistance of the Republic. 



Article 4. The South African Republic will conclude no treaty 
or engagement with any State or nation other than the Orange 
Free State, nor with any uative tribe to the eastward or westward of 
the Republic, until the same has been approved by Her Majesty 
the Queen. Such approval shall be considered to have been 
granted if Her Majesty's Government shall not, within six months 
after receiving a copy of such treaty (which shall be delivered to 
them immediately upon its completion), have notified that the 
conclusion of such treaty is in conflict with the interests of Great 
Britain or of any of Her Majesty's possessions in South Africa. 
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Article 5. The South African Republic will be liable for any 
balance which may still remain due of the debts for which it was 
liable at the date of annexation, to wit, the Cape Commercial Bank 
Loan, the Railway Loan, and the Orphan Chamber Debt, which 
debts will be a first charge upon the revenues of the Republic. The 
South African Republic will, moreover, be liable to Her Majesty's 
Government for £250,000, which will be a second charge upon the 
revenues of the Republic. 



Article 6. The debt due as aforesaid by the South African 
Republic to Her Majesty's Government vnW bear interest at the 
rate of three and a half per cent, from the date of the ratification of 
this Convention, and shall be repayable by a payment for interest 
and Sinking Fund of six pounds and ninepenceper£100per annum, 
which will extinguish the debt in twenty-five years. The said payment 
of six pounds and ninepence per £100 shall be payable half-yearly, 
in British currency, at the close of each half-year from the date of 
such ratification : Provided always that the South African Republic 
shall be at liberty at the close of any half year to pay off the whole 
or any portion of the outstanding debt. Interest at the rate of three 
and a half per cent, on the debt as standing under the Convention 
of Pretoria shall as heretofore be paid to the date of the ratification 
of this Convention. 



Article 7. All persons who held property in the Transvaal on 
the 8th day of August, 1881, and still hold the same, will continue to 
enjoy the rights of property which they have enjoyed since the 12th 
April, 1877. No person who has remained loyal to Her Majesty 
during the late hostilities shall suffer any molestation by reason of 
his loyalty ; or be liable to any criminal prosecution or civil action 
for any part taken in connection with such hostilities ; and all such 
persons will have full liberty to reside in the country, with full enjoy- 
ment of all civil rights, and protection for their persons and property. 



Article 8. The South African Republic renew the declaration 
made in the Sand River Convention, and in the Convention of 
Pretoria, that no slavery or apprenticeship partaking of slavery will 
be tolerated by the Government of the said Republic. 



Article 9. There will continue to be complete freedom of 
religion and protection from molestation for all denominations, pro- 
vided the same be not inconsistent with morality and good order ; 
and no disability shall attach to any person in regard to rights oi: 
property by reason of the religious opinions which he holds. 
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Article 10. The British Officer appointed to reside in the South 
African Republic will receive every assistance from the Government 
of the said Republic in making due provision for the proper care 
and preservation of the graves of such of Her Majesty's Forces as 
have died in the Transvaal ; and if need be, for the appropriation 
of land for the purpose. 



Article 11. All grants or titles issued at any time by the 
Transvaal Government in respect of land outside the boundary of 
the South African Republic, as defined in Article 1, shall be 
considered invalid and of no effect, except in so far as any such 
grant or title relates to land that falls within the boundary of the 
South African Republic; and all persons holding any such grant 
so considered invalid and of no effect will receive from the 
Government ot the South African Republic such compensation, 
either in land or in money, as the Volksraad shall determine. In 
all cases in which native chiefs or other authorities outside 
the said boundaries have received any adequate consideration from 
the Government of the South African Republic for land excluded 
from the Transvaal by the First Article of this Convention, or where 
permanent improvements have been made on the land, the High 
Commissioner will recover from the native authorities fair 
compensation for the loss of the land thus excluded, or of the 
permanent improvements thereon. 

Article 12. The independence of the Swazis, within the 
boundeuy line of Swaziland, as indicated in the First Article of this 
Convention, will be fully recognised. 

Article 13. Except in pursuance of any treaty or engagement 
made as provided in Article 4 of this Convention, no other or 
higher duties shall be imposed on the importation into the South 
African Republic of any article coming from any part of Her 
Majesty's dominions than are or may be imposed on the like article 
coming from any other place or country ; nor will any prohibition 
be maintained or imposed on the importation into the South 
African Republic of any article coming from any part of Her 
Majesty's dominions which shall not equally extend to the like 
article coming from any other place or country. And in like 
manner the same treatment shall be given to any article coming to 
Great Britain from the South African Republic as to the like 
article coming from any other place or country. These provisions 
do not preclude the consideration of special arrang-ements as to 
import duties and commercial relations between the South African 
Republic and any of Her Majesty's colonies or possessions. 
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Article 14. All persons, other than natives, conforming them- 
selves to the laws of the South African Republic (a) will have full 
liberty, with their families, to enter, travel, or reside in any part of 
the South African Republic ; (6) they will be entitled to hire or 
possess houses, manufactories, warehouses, shops, and premises ; (c) 
they may carry on their commerce either in person or by any ag-ents 
whom they may think fit to employ ; (d) they will not be subject, in 
respect of their persons or property, or in respect of their commerce 
or industry, to any taxes, whether general or local, other than those 
which are or may be imposed upon citizens of the said Republic. 

Article 15. All persons, other than natives, who established their 
domicile in the Transvaal bet^veen the 12th day of April, 1877, and 
the 8th August, 1881, and who within twelve months after such last- 
mentioned date have had their names registered by the British 
Resident, shall be exempt from all compulsory military service 
whatever. 

Article 16. Provision shall hereafter be made by a separate 
instrument for the mutual extradition of criminals, and also for the 
surrender of deserters from Her Majesty's Forces. 

Article 17. All debts contracted between the 12th April, 1877, 
and the 8th August, 1881, will be payable in the same currency in 
which they may have been contracted. 

Article 18. No grants of land which may have been made, and 
no transfers or mortgages which may have been passed between the 
12th April, 1877, and the 8th August, 1881, will.be invalidated by 
reason merely of their having been made or passed between such 
dates. All transfers to the British Secretary for Native Affciirs in 
trust for natives will remain in force, an officer of the South African 
Republic taking the place of such Secretary for Native Affairs. 

Article 19. The Government of the South African Republic 
will engage faithfully to fulfil the assurances given, in accordance 
with the laws of the South African Republic, to the natives at the 
Pretoria Pitso by the Royal Commission in the presence of the 
Triumvirate and with their entire assent, (1) as to the freedom of the 
natives to buy or otherwise acquire land under certain conditions, 
(2) as to the appointment of a commission to mark out native 
locations, (3) as to the access of the natives to the courts of law, and 
(4) as to their being allowed to move freely within the country, or 
to leave it for any legal purpose, under a pass system. 
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Article 20. This Convention will be ratifted by a Volksraad of 
the South African Republic within the period of six months after its 
execution, and in default of such ratification this Convention shall be 
null and void. 



Signed in duplicate in London this 27th day of February, 1884 

(Signed) HERCULES ROBINSON. 

(Signed) S. J. P. KRUGER. 

(Signed) S. J. DU TOIT. 

(Signed) N. J. SMIT. 
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A STATISTieAL HANDBOOK, 

CONTAINING 

All particulars of Gold Mining Companies of importance in South 
Africa, with necessary details as to Financial position, Directors, 
Officials, Dividends, Shareholdings, Property, Output, Operations, 
Equipment, and Development of Mines, etc., etc., up to 

31st DECEMBER, 1899. 

The Directory will also comprise reliable and exhaustive 
information regarding all other Mining Concerns (Diamond, Coal, 
etc.). Banking, Insurance and Commercial Companies operating in 
South Africa. 

A Classified List of Manufacturers, Merchants, and others 
exporting to South Africa will form an important feature of the 
Directory. 

The aim of the compiler is to provide a thoroughly reliable and 
up-to-date compendium concerning all Mining, Financial, and Com- 
mercial Companies in the various countries comprising Southern 
Africa. 



PRIOE FIFTEEN SHILLINGS, 



NOTE.— To ensure delivery of the book immediately alter 
publication, orders should be forwarded as early as possible. 
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